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A I'rue Diſcovery 


Fs NGLAND,! 


- How they have been Cheateu of 
almoſt all the Gold and Silver 
Coyn of tnzs I atior, 
WHICH 

Hath been, and is daily Trar- 
ſpurred into Forralgn parts» 
AND 
Tow tne people of t14s Nation arts 
and have been abuſed by light and 
Clipped Englith money, 4 114 tbe 

means ſhowed for the pre= © 
vention thereof. 
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A (7 tt Aifcorery vor the 


COMMON-WEALTH 
OF 


NGLAND, 


Hive been cheated of therr 


Tieaſure , and means ſhewed fo; 
prevention thereof 
T hath been aaily pra- 
cHiſcd by ſome paiticu- 
Jar Merchants , both 
Native and Strangers 
tro Tranſport inc Tica- 
{ure of this Nation, to 
he grear prejudice of the State ; why 
or their own private gain, have not 
parcd to damnific the Common- 
ealrh ( fo highly ) chat their Perions 
nd Eſtates cannot vive a full ſatisfa- 
_ for the great milchict done, and 
ratiſed by them to this Common- * 
wry and without a ſtrict Examina- 
ton, and ecxemplarie puniſhment of 
he offendours, or fome of the click of 
hem, theſe miſchicfs will never be 
Wevenred, (and the Common wealth 
e ſti} undermined by thoſe Moles, 
A 2 tk 


rothe pnſpeakable dammage thereof) | 
and for thac ſome, through ignorances 
do nor underſtand and couceive the. | 
grear danimage which may come to, | 
the Common-wealth, by che ſufering' | 
theie aboveiaid abu es to continue, 
and others more crafric and ſubrile,. 
borch Gold-imiths ard Merchants, chat 
are Tranſporters of Gold ai:d Silver, 
and praftiiers of ſeveral high frauds. 
and abutes upon coz and 4.4 .-, have. 
the confadence ( or impudence ) ro 
make argiments for a+fcnding the 
Tianfgrefſuurs. Now for the informa-! 
tion of tome in their judgements, rhat' 
have deſired a rrue accomnt,what Laws, 
are now 1n force in this Nation for} , 
prevention of rheie milchicts ; what} 
P 


A as GU a ac «c a.uc 


O:dcrs and Laws in Franc, H Und, 
and Fla»d-'s , for rhe reguiaring off 
their Ants, Mony, and B {lon 5 whath 1 
puniſhmenis anJ reſtrietion upon rhef |, 
offendours. 01 

I have procured the Ordinance, and 
Placcaets of Fran « , Hull nd, aud of 
Fla-4crs to be rrenflaced \ have abbies| 
viated them for your information 5 avd! 
quoared fome Laws of this Nation now| 
in force, as h:reafrer follo v. 0 

And if you pleaſe ro make the Law 


Row preſented to the Houle, wy” w 
all 1 


aw, 
ter 
han 


(3) 
than it is now drawn, I humbly con- 
ceive You will do the Common-wealth 
the grearer kbenefit, confidering the 
preſeiir condition of the Common- 
wealrh. 

Traniporting of Treaſure. hath been 
Felonie, 4. Henry 7. cap. 13. and 17. 
Edward 4. this Statute to endure for 
wwentie years. I humbly conceive tne 


 Common-wealth hath now as much 


reaſon to look to keep the Treaſures 
in the Nation as they had then, coni:- 


| derivg all rhings. 


That you would he pleaſed to give 
one Moyerie at the leaſt to any perion 


| or perſons thar will.or can aifcover the 


Offendours : that fo by this rewara, atl 
perſons may be invited to diſcover the 
Offendours all over the Nation, and 


the ſame rule followed which was in 


I4. Rich. 2. cap. 12. where Commilli- 
ons by Ac of Parliament, were grant- 
ed throngnout the Realm, to inquire 
of {uch as had conveyed the Money of 
En3/a2d out of the Narion 5 1n doing 


| whereof, great ſums throughout rhe 
| Narion will come to the State., and the 


Offendours will renicmber the Pro» 
verb, [weet meat mnſt have ſower ſauce, 


when they ſhall be enforced to pay 


back to the State,that which they have 


& 2 defrauded 


(4) 


iefranded them of, and will prevent] 
them and ali others hereafter, for £5! 
i2ke the boldneſs tro get themſclves| 


forrunes by any of the atorclaid 1ndi- 
r<& covries, which fo highly tend to 
the dammave 

By theſe decuits, Commerce us ſpoil d, 
Traffich decaycih, theſe things that ae 
needpull for mans preſre 14110 grow 
dear , the handie-crafis work ceaſith , 
the workh-mrn betake themſelves to "ſort 


orhcr places, and the Commonaltie, ti, 
ſpeak all ina word, 5 5 brought fo Por) er 


#20, ( 25 8 Gravely obſerved by the 11: 
fer General, and Councel of the Mit ial 
Flanders 2 Oftover 1647. in thei 

Declaration, clearly demonſtrating, 
Thar the carefull and punctual keep- 
;ng of the Placcaet of the Mint, is ve- 
ry neceſlary, and withal! profitable to 
all perſons of what ſtare, qualitie, or 
condition ſoever 3 ſhewing, that if the 


of this Common -wealrh. 


_—_ be not obſerved, but tha 

money ſhould be paid our above th 
rue value through theſe diſorders, 
they ſhall never be able to keep theit 
Treaſure within their Countrey. 

And in their Declaration ſhewin 
moſt judicially , the great miſchief 
that befall a Nation by enhauncin 


and raiſing their Money, being no re 
Cur 


tio: 
follo 
men! 


: and ( 
; the Þ 


ther 
Publ 
Cuſt 
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| cure for the Common-wealth, but ut- 
' rerly deſtrufive to all ſorts of people, 
even from the Prince to the poor La- 
bourer, to any Free-State or Com- 
mon-wealrth, to all Merchandize and 
_ Commodities:allwhich coniiderations, 
although very porent, Yet do nor of- 
rentimes come into rhe minds and 
comprehenſions, not onely of the 
Common people, bur alſo of thole to 
whom the imployment of Publick Of- 
fice have given more judgement and 
credit jn mannaging of affairs rhem- 
ſelves, and who dare to ſpread ir a- 
broad, that there isno harm nor evil in 
enhauncing the Co97 above irs true va- 
lue ang worth, tecauic they can pur it 
away at the ſame price as they receive 
1t5 not raking notice by the way, that 
by raiting and augmenting theprice of 
money, doth or muſt by conſequence, 
augmen: and encreaſc the price of all 
Merchandizes and provitions propor- 
tionable, whereby of neceſlitie mult 
toliow, that if the Moneys be aug- 
mented 2ad heightened,the Landlords 
and Creditours receive ſo much leſs ; 
the Merchandize, Viduals, and all 0- 
ther Wares grow preſently dearers the 
Publick Treaſure either Exciſe or 
Cuſtoms are abated, by ſo much as 
A 4 you 
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yau enhaunce or leflen your Moneys, 
for it is not the Denomination of a 
Eigh price of Gold or Silver ſets the 
value, bur ic muſt have weight and 
fincneſs proportionable ro what you | 
call ir, or elſe you go upon a wrong «+ 
ground 3 As for example, in Scotland 
they call Th:rteca pence ha'fpenie, a 
M1h 5 and Twit? pence, they call. 
Twente ſhillings 3 this denomination 
of a grear value givesnot the intrinſi- 
call value. | 
I cauſed theſe men following to be 
Fined in the Star-chamber for tran- | 
ſporting Gold and Silver, and Culling | 
and Melring down the currant heavy 
Coyn of the Nation. | 
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6 
Charles Franke 4oool| * 
Robert Ellis 4oodl - 
Iſaac Romeere 300dl| c 
Facob Delew 1000l, * 
Roger Fletcher 100} ff 
Richard Cockram 1000,| © 
Fohn Parrat 2000] þ 
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The 17's of Febr. 12" Cay, 


Peter Hern 20001 
Fohn Terry 2000) 
Timothy Eman 2000 ? 
Iſaac Brames 1000, 
Henry Futter 5 hs 
Henry Sweeting 5 OO 
Fohn Perrin 100l 


' The total of the ſaid Fines 


amount to the ſum of 
241001, 


Sr, Zohn woo'laſton Rnight,and 711tt- 
am Gis Eiquire, boih Aldermen of 
the City of Lo1don, being informed a- 
gainſt in this Information, by the late 
Kings th-n Attorney Generall + pro- 
cured the late Rings Pardon, and ſo 
were niſcharged. 

And Per Fountaine whio was in- 


| formed againſt for tranſporting of 
| Gold, procured his Pardon upon pay - 
menr ct 1100!. And all theſe I did 


1] bring to a Tryall all ac my own Charge. 


ht 


That beſides the ſourrcen offendours 
A 2 {ſentenced 


(8) 
Fentenced mn Star-Chamber and Far- 
doned, as aforeſaid, there are many @- 
ther Merchants, Goldſmiths and ©6- 
rthers, that have tranſported Gold and 
Silver our of the Nation, that have ſold 
Gold and Silver ar above the price of 
the Minr, that have furniſhed much 
l:ght Gold, Engliſh and Forraign, and 
great quantities of Gold and Silver to 
Merchants and others to tranſport, 
that have culled and melted down the 
weighrieſt current Silver Coyns, as 
ſhillings, fixpences and halfcrowns, al! 
which offences are againſt the com- 
mon Laws of the Nation : And the wil- 
domand policie of State hath, npon| 
iree and general! Pardons at Parlia- | 
ments, exempred it our of the free 
Pardon, thereby the more to terrifie| 
and reſtrain men from venturing in 
that kind, to tranſport Gold or Silver, 
or to melt down the current Silver! 
Toyns of the Nation. 

That divers Gold-ſmiths of London, 
are become Exchangers of B#{lioa of 
Gold and Silver, and buy itof Mer- 
chanrs and others, pretending to carry 
itto ine Mint z bur inde-d they are 
the greateſt Inſtruments for cranſport- 
1p thar are 3 and in a manner, they arc 
enely toi who furniſh Tanſporter: 
WIT) 
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9) 
with Engliſh and Forraign Gold, Spa- 
niſh money , KRix-dollers, Piſtollets, 
Cardiacues 3 culling and melting dowri 
the current Silver Coyns of this 
Realm for Plate and Silver-thread:and 
no doubt, when a true repreſentation 
of the abuſes of ſuch Gold-ſmiths, Fi- 
ners, and Wire-drawers, as hath been 
formerly, and is daily praGtiſed by ma- 
ny of them, ſhall be made appear 3 1 
doubt not but the Parliament will 
inink fir to take the ſame inio confi- 
deration, and provide fome means ro 
reitrain them from doing rhe Com- 
mon-wealth chat dammage.,as formerly 
hath been done- 

Thar ſome of the Gold-ſmiihs make 
it their uſe and practice ro buy lighr 
Engliih Gold of ſhop-keepers and 0- 
thers, which by the Laws of this Na- 
1100, wanting beyond remedy, ought 
to be bought as 22797, and upon rhe 
{3ic, -Oought to be defaced , and new 
Corned in tic Mint: Bur they take 
another way 5 for they fell ail this 
Goid to tranſport, though 1t want 4- 
$5. Or 6. gr411i3 above rhe allowance, 
and that a 20. peece will not make 
19”. to be Coyned inthe Mint 5 yet 
the Goid-ſmirhs will not abate aboye 
2% or 3%, and ſometimes bi 1% in 


n. 
2.1% © 
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(19) 
:he piece, let the Gold want what it 
will ; by which means they out-give | 
the Mint : And the Gold which the | 
Gold-ſmiths buy of the Subjedts, | 
thinking ir is ro carry to the Mint to 
be new Coyned to pals in current pay- | 
ment, they pur it into a dead Sea, ne- 
ver to be made ule of in our Common- | 
wealth: For weckly, French and Eng- 
I:ſh have bought up this Gold, let it be 
as light as it will, ar higher prices than 
the Mint are allowed to give by 
their indenture, to the value of ma- 
ny hundred thouſand pounds 3 for by | 
the Gold-ſmiths rule, the Mint 1s al- | 
wayes laſt ſerved, as being the worſt | 
Chapman, and giving leaſt for it 5 for | 
after all hands are full, both for tran- | 
ſporters, Plate-workers , Finers, and ' 
Wire-drawers 3 then thar, which they | 
cannot vent otherwiſe , cometh into 
the. Mint 3 which the Officers of the 
Mint know very well: and if Gold and | 
Silver never came into the Gold-| 
{michs hands, ( which Merchants ſeli,'- 
zo them, believing they carry it all to | 
be Coyned ) far more Gold and Silver 
would come into the Minr, than now | 
doth. 
And for this laſt 5. years, ſum Sold- 
\miths haye given for Engliſh Gola 


20 \,| 


nr omen 
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. 64,210, 217. 64, and 22f. for a 
—Sllbed ſhillings piece, which for the 
moſt part have been bought of them 
by Merchants, ſtrangers and others, 
and Tranſported out of the Nation, 
ſo that now you may Receive five 
Thouſand pound in. a Payment ard 
never apiece in Gold : If this ought 
not to be looked aft-r and the offen- 
dours brought to Juſtice, I ſhall hum- 
bly leave it ro the Parliament to con- 
ſider. 

Alſo,many Thouſand of Dollers and 
pieces of Spaniſh money they furniſh 
Merchants yearly with rhat Trade for 
Norway and D:n#44/4 and other parts, 
and Tranſport Silver for rhoſe parrs,to 
the great weakening of the ſtock of 
this Nation,and hinderance of the fale 
of our wollen commodities, which 
(before that pernitions way was found 
out ) :hoſe Countries venred much of. 
Beſides the hinderance of the. fale of 
our commodities,the State is hindered 
of their Cuſtom ; for the Merchants 
drive a trade inward and outward, and 
ſopay the State no cuſtom 3; For in- 
ſtance Hambrough-Merchants bring 
great quantities of Rix-dollers from 
Hay,brough and other parts of G r54- 
73, and pay no Cuſtom, becauſe the 

State 


(23 / 


*tate hath ever made Gold and Silver 
free ro be imporred without Cuſtom, 
which the Merchants uſually ſell ro the 
Gold-ſmiths, and the Gold-ſmiths for 
the moſt part ſell to the Merchants 
that trade in Norway and Denmark : 
which Dollers are cloſely packed in 
fome part of the ſhip, and ſo no Cy- 
ſtom paid, either for bringing in the 
Silver, or ſending it our 3 and no com- 
modities, in a manner, other than Sil- 
ver, are tranſported into thoſe parts by 
the faid Merchants , confidering the 
quantity of their return 3 For whar 
they want in g00ds exported from 
hence, they muſt make up in money :; 
If preat returns of commodities from 
Norway and D:nmurke, and few com- 
moditics exported from NRence , the 
Ballance muſt be made up with Silver; | 
for no Nation will give us commodi- | 
ties 5 bur there muſt be a ballance for 
goods imported, by gouds exported, 
or by Treaiurc. | 

Itis to be feared, that the induſtry 
of many ages cannor repleniih rhe 
Nation with ſo much Gold, as hat#2 
been cranſported our of it within theie 
few years 5 for it is an infallibic rute, 
that where Gold and Silver is over-va- | 
ived, thither will it be Tranſporied by | 
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Merchants ana other:, jor 17 contiuiue 
ally reſorts where it is moſt made of, 
aud if you ſeek to raiſe it here, the re- 
medy is worle than the difcaſc 3 tor 
then you take from the Gentry, and all 
ſerled Revenuers, as much of their 
means as yun raite the current money3 
for if Gold ſhould be raiſed in Eng- 
land , for example, the 207. 10267, 
as was in Frazcc, either higher or low- 
er, you ſhould buy no more at your 
Market for 267, than you could before 
for your 20 *. and cotrariwile, if your 
20 *. were but 14 *. youſhould buy as 
much for your 14 *, as when it patled 
27 20, ſothat wnenſoever money is 
raiſed , the loſs fallerh nioſt upon the 
Nobility and Gentry, and certain Re- 
venuers, who loſe ſo much out of their 
inheritance,which they have let our in 
Leaſe, as money raiſed. 

All Merchants that trade for Spain, 
know, that when the 1/t-124:: fleet 
commetrh nor into Spaiz, the Trade 
for thar year is loſt; and no money, no 
Trade. If this be an infallible rule 
for Spain, winch ſuffers fo mach for 
the ſorbezrence of bringing in of trea- 
fare for one vear, and is fuppited the 
1EXt OUt Gf the Indtes, and till their 
ricet came home, no dealing with 

Mex- 
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Merchants 3 I do moſt humbly pre- 
ſent , how much more it doth. con- 
cern this Nation, which hath no 7eft- 
Indies to ſupply the Treaſure tranf- 
ported, to provide, and carefully keep 
in the Nations ſtock,which once tran(- 
ported, cannot be drawn back , bur 
vpon unrealonable tearms; which will 
impoveriſh all the Gentry to an in- 
eſtimable value; and as long as it re- 
maineth our of the Nation, all Tra- 
ding and Commerce decayerh , the 
Subjetts are unable to pay Taxes, and 
other Duties, and it 1s one of the 
greateſt miiſchiefs that can befall the 
Common-wealth. 

1. Theſe reaſons amongſt many o- 
ther,l humbly preſented to rhe Parlia- 
ment, 12. Ay72/, 1643. wiich if they 
had been then taken into confiderati- 
on, had kept many M:|l:ons of money 
in the Nation. But by che ſubrility of 
two Aldermen, whoſe pardon I had 
2ot from the late King,! for my rewar 
was commirted tro the Tewer for 
bringing up a Letter from the late 
King , though I had a Warrant from 
the Houſe of Commons, and a War- 
rant from my Lord G-neral £fſex, for 
ro goe to OXFORD, and ihe 


Committee at Darby-194ſe knew of my 
gong 
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g0Ng tO OKFORD., ſor the late 
Rings Letter, which | defired Sir Da- 
vid 1i'athtms before ever | went, to 
have him acquaint rhe Committee of 
both Nations at Da-by-1:1;/e of my bu- 
fmels, and ſome other of the Houle of 
Commons, and that I would not go 
withour their leave, which I had from 
them by him3 and Maſter 7:/y the 
Scout-maſter of Lo2doz, procured my 
paſs from the Houſe of Commons. 

But the crutch was, the Presbyterian 
Partie ruled then all, and they were 
reſolved to make their Bretheren of 
Scotland rich, and had a defign to Cir- 
cumvent this Nation, borh of all their 
Gold, Money, and Moveables, whici! 
ſor a great part they have done , as I 
will make it appear 3 and therefore a- 
ny that did ſpeak againſt tranſporting 
Treaſure, or knew ſo munch of their 
Tricks as 1 did, muſt be a Malignant, 
an enemy to the Covenant, and fo I 
was kept 3 years, and a 11 Moneths 
priſoner in the Tower, almoſt 3 years 
of that time cloſe, becauſe I ſhould 
tell no Tales; and my Eſtate given a- 
way without hearing, and Sequeſtered 
to my dammape, to the value of above 
8400], 

Beſides the infinite ways the Pref- 

dyterians 
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hyterians found our for to enrich their th 
Bretheren of Scotland, which all the ſ9 
Nation know. 1 fhall declare one, M, 
which was ſo uſorious & deſtrudtive ro ha 
the Nation, as never the like praftife co: 
was before put on this Nation , nor I fox 
believe, ſcarfly npon any other, unde; | 
the colour of Friendihip, League, and 70 
Covenant , and this to be done upon - Þ> Pe 
their dear Bretheren of London, and ſtu 
thar was bricfly this. The 4 cots Com- be 
miffioners procured an Ordinance,thaz ma 
no Ships ſhould bring Coals from oat 
New-caſtle, as appears at large by the | for 
Ordinance. When this was aone, | ſte; 
They muſt be the onely quen muſt thi: 
bring us Coals from Sco!land; whereas | pec 
before our dear Bretheren brought us | ing 
Coals for nine, and ten ſhillings che | like 
Tun, aad ſould them delivered ar Loz- | he! 
don at that price, as will appear by al! | 
the Woodmongers books; they ha- | 
ving by the fabrilicie of their Faction, | by 
cot all their Trade for Coals for the | Goc 
City of Loaden, and other parts of the I 
Nation, into their hands, then the Ci- | to | 
ry ſhall pay for their Bretherly affit- ' Bro 
ance : For ſince the Oroinance for 1©%- | eam 
{traint of fetching Coals from New- | afte 
Ca/tle , until New-Caſiie was reduced | pay: 
co the Parliament, Scorch Coals = at| rhicy 

thirty. 
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thirty, and fourty ſhillings the Tun 5 
fo that they ſould them efter they had 
Monovoliz'd the Coals inro their own 
hands, at four times the value they 
could, and &id conſtantly before af- 
ford to bring them from Scotland. 

Then they had their Factours here, 
co buy upall che Hangings, Bedding, 
Pewter, Stools, Chairs, Houſhould- 
ſtuff, PiQures, and a!l manner of Lum- 
ber, which was ſould to the value of 
many hundred of thouſand ponnds , 
oat of th< Citie of Lozde? and ivation, 
for half ihe value, and by tnem , ir- 
ſtead of Ballaſt carried to Scotlind,and 
tis can be witnefled by thouſands of 
people, who nave to their total undo- 
ing {uFcred in this kind, and are never 
likely to fee their goods, nor never to 
be Maſters of ſuch again,without they, 
or their Children will rake rhe pains 
to go to Scotlind and fight for rhem : 
by this way they may recover thett 
Goods, or their value again. 

{ ſhall humbly deſire the Parliament 
to take notice aſter what Rate the 
Brotherly Afliſtance from Scotland , 
came in to help their Bretheren, even, 
after the Rate of ſending one hundred 
pounds worth of Coals to London ro 
their dear Bre:lcren , to make their 

return 
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retnrn worth eight hundred pounds jn 
a moneth, or {1x weeks rime, as 15 ap- 
parent, and can be witnetIcd by the u- 
ſards of people, now they read this. 
Which after this Rate, a poor Scotrh: 
#124 might with one handred pound, 
within the compa!s of one-year, cheat 
chis Nation of ten thouſand pounds, 
and Tranſport itrall ina money. And 
this hath been done by many of chem, 


to the value of many hundred of thou-; 


fand pounds. 


And becauſe I Petitioned theParlia-, 


ment, to look to the Tranſporting of| 
the Treaſure, by witich means , they| 
would have been prevented in ſending 
the Treaſure cf this Nation into; 
Scotland , 1 muſt be Scqueſtred, Im-| 
priſoned in the Tower, and held a Ma- 
Honant. | 

But I humbly hope the Parliament! 
will give me the hearing for my jult| 
defence 3 and when rhey ſhall hy ex- 


i 
| 


perience find, that this I fay to be true, | 


and thar I diſcover the neſt of them 


that have Robbed this Nation , they| 


will do me right, and unloſe me from| 


Opprefſion, and reſtore me to my E*! ; 


ſtate, 


Hereafter 


[ 


(19 
Hereafter follow the Laws 
in Holland , Flanders, and 
France , for the regulating 
their Bullion ard Money. 


I Oo — ———— 


Placcact & Ordinance. 


Conc" rnmng the ecneral cor” and 7OO Ne 
[1:4 gf th: Mints a d Mons, as 
alſo (OHCOTRRRY the E vih i'g0 EP | Ix. 
ch. 1ger3g & fave ſ, Gold-Smitiy, and 
others in the Vunticd Provcco, 1586, 


APTIC. XI. 


N1 as for the Gold and Silver. 
Wionies, whole value js vaiued by 


| th O:dmance, We forh'c every one 


to pretent, P:Y xv 'y, or icceve rhe 
ſame #t a hi-hcr rat, ha 1s here Or- 
dercd , upon ite frrterture of iuch 


Movies, or the worth of it, in caſe rhe 
| Fact be not pre eyrly di covered , aud 
| bet des, upon the forieirnre of ren 


Golden Aupelocs the fn ft ri n-4 for 
the i.cond tine. rwentic Goes An- 


| gelors 4 ana tor the thy dy for rings 
fas wich. and hetifes Aforyury pus 


niſhwont 4CcSiully 0 the Nc uliiuels 


of 
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ofthe Fat. And We nncerftan the | 1 
ſame forſeituics and penaltivs, to take | M6 
place , as well upon the Receiver, as | PE 
the payer away , unleſs one of them, | 
preſently after rhe Receiving, or Pay- | 
mg away, do preſent himſelf to an Of- 
ficer, in which caſe the denuntiator,ei- | Of 
ther Receiver, or Payer away, ſhall be | I'W 
freed or quitted of the aboveſaid pe- | th 
naltic and forfeiture and befides, to © 
enjoy the third part of the ſame forſeir PE 


al-y. ſai 
and penal: f 
ARTIC. XIV. th 
So thai we expreſly forbid, and in- | th 
terdict every one,t0 over-buy,or over- | le 
ſel, Change, or Chop any Species of fo 
Monies, rated by theſe preſents, ei- | ® 
cher in taking,or giving upon the ſame, | ® 
any profit, gain, or advantage, after | 
what mauner ſoever , upon the ſame | 
pain and penalry,as abovelaid, againſt | 
thoſe who ſhall Receive, or Pay away T 
the ame, at a higher rate than that of } 2 
the O.dinance. I C 
ARTIC. XV. | in 
We forbid alſo, every one to Cull | 
any Gold, or Silver-Momes, and fo by | 0 
this means, ro ſort rhe weightic and | - 
50d. ones from the light, and bad [0 


ONneE>, 
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- © + 


ones, to Pay away the light ones, and 
' * make their profit of the weighty, upon 


| penalty as abovelaid. 


ARTIC. XVI. | 


And as for the Stuff, and Mater1al> | 

_ _ of Gold and Silver, being in Maſs, or I: 0 
| | fweepings,, We forbid to buy, or (el! 
 themata higher rate, than according 
to the Rule of this Ordinance , upon 
penalty of confiſcation of the above- 
ſaid Marerials 3 and moreover, to 
forfeit double the worth of them , ati | 
the charge as well of the buyer , as of | 

- theſeller, for the firſt time 5 for the 

; fecond -time , twice as much 3 and 

- © for the thrid time, four rimes as muchz 
and afterwards Arbiuarie puriſh- | 
ment: | 


ARTIC. XVII. 


We expreſly forbid henceforth to 
Tranſport, or cauſe to be Tranſported 
out of the abovelaid Province , to- 
| wards any ſtrange Mints, any Gold or 
Silver-Monies, and al'o any Materials, 
m Maſs or Monics, alſo any Materials 

in Maſs or Ingots fit ro Coyn Monies 
of them, upon forfeir. of Confilcation | 
| ofthe abovelaid Monies and Martcri- | | 
| als, or the worrh of them in caſe they | | 
| Were | 


were already Traniported 5 and be- 
tides this, upon penalty of one hun-| 
dred Goideu Angelors , upon every! 
Mark oi Gold, and twenty Angelors 
for every niark of Srfver, and of morelf© 
or leis proportionably for the firſt! 
time forthe Second time, upon the; © 
ſame io fe1; and penalty 5 and more-\lif 
over to urd<rgo budily puwſhment,RE 
and if chey have rot wherewithali roſy 
pay the abovyeſaid foricits and auiercia« h1 
ments, they ſhail he bed'ly uuſhedW 
according to the manner of the Fact,ve 
under which penaity and amercia-Ol 
ments, We uvociltand are COMPTE*| 
henaced. all chole who nad aflijted, and 
hai a nand in the abovelaid _ 
pra ton, OF COnvey ing them away,| | 
a} hough rhe Monics or Marerials did! 
not bcloag unto ihem. ; 


ARC KX BE 
Moreover, We forbid every one 
fo File, Cuc , or Waſh with jtrong > 
Warcr, 0: Cement, Or any orher v1 0G w 
any 'Tola , o; Siiver Mo ies, nor £0 il; 
Sauder, Giid Piece, Or Natl ihe lameyy,; 
or auy way io make che fame 1-2} eff, 
&: heavier upon the forteit of life a1d 
poods , whes Couricadtio!n rak zi 
fLaCE. 


C_———_————_—_——— 
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= ARTIC. XXIL 

6. We forbid henceiorth every ones 
yrelto Mel any Gold or Silver-Moucys of 
rf} her Majeſties of £-g/ands ſtamp, valu; 
he: cd by theſe preſents, upon penalry of 
re.llife and goods, where confiſcation ta- 
nr,/keth place : And the Moneys of Gold 
roWhichare found to be too light by 
ja.Mhree Grains , or otherwiſe Cliipped, 
1d Waſhed , Nailed, or Saudered, ſhall 
&,be brought to the Exchange , aſter the 
12a-1d cuſtom. 
re-| EE 
[nd] # | 
ubPlarcart and Ordinance for 
ay! Flanders at Antwerp, the {ourth 
ly d| of Otober,1 58 5. 


OED ren i Sm OG 


ARTIC. XIITL. 


Nd to hinder the Tranſporting of 
the good and true Moneys , We 
rb1d all and every one hencetorrh,to 
uy or fell any Species of Gold and 
_**Fliver-Moneys , to give any profit or 
Fain for it, upon penalty of the Seller, 
| Þforfeit che Pieces which are iould, 
r ſhall be fould, and beſides che buy- 
'Þ as the ſeller, ro forieic chreeſcore 
Jounds of che abovelaid pood Moneys, 
B tor 


4 Cy, 
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for the firſt time 3 and twice as much 
for the ſecond rimez and for the third 
rime, four times as muchz and beſides, 
they are to be Arbitrarily puniſh 
@d. 


AR IIC XIV. 


We alſo forbid all, and every one 
ro Weigh, Clip, File, or make choik 
of any Species of Gold and Silver, fa | 
ro make any profit with Melting , 0 
Tranſporting of them, upon penal | 
of Criminal puniſhment , beſides the | 
;ofs of the abovelaid Pieces. 


SSTIC XV. | 


Furthermore, We forbid, and inter, þ 
dict well Exprefly 3 that no one d 
what quality, degree, or condition 10! / 
ever , ſhall henceforth endeavour « / 
Tranſport, or carry into any fſtrany! 
Miuts,or into any other than our owh z/ 
any Gold , or Silver-Monies of Olf ſe 
Stamp , or others tolerated by tit ſi 
Our Ordinance , nor alſo any othe 
Monies, being clipped,or declaredB# he 
{01. Melted, or in Maſs, or otherwils 4 
nor alſo any other ſtuff, fir to Coz7 gy 
nies of them, upon forfeir of the ? 
boveſaid Gold and Silver, and befide 
of two hundred Golden-Reals, for %; 

yea 


7 
/ 
l 
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ich very Mark of Gold, & twenty Golden 

ird Reals, for every Mark of Silver, and of 

le more or leſs in proportion tor the firſt 

iſh- time chac this ſhall happen 3 and tor i*n 
the ſecond time, betides che aboveſatd Fi | 
forfeit, ro be bodily puniſhed, and o- _ | 
therwite as occaſion ſhall ſerve. And i 

ne, zf ſo be,that any yerſon have tranſported | 

ok any [um of Montes, without being tak | 

fo in the fait, we will acvertheleſs, that | 

, & whenſoeucy it ſha! be perceived, and di- | 

altj {couzred, thiy ſhall proceed againſt the 

the tranſgrcſſours by execution of the ſaid p:- 
naltics, even as if they were taken in th? 
ſame Fatt, well underſtandii'g, tiiat in- 
ſtead of Confiſcation of the Specirs, they 

nter, ſhall be bou:d to pay the price ond cftiona- 

e @ tion of the tran{Lorted Monics , cd be- 

n {0 ſides, the double worth of them, and al- 

W © /o to be criminally pruniſh2d. 

ang We will and command alſo, Th: 

thoſe who {hall have belped to pach , or 

f Ol ſecrecly convey, aud tranfÞort the aboue- 

' tk ſard WMomes, either im Maſs, 07 Species, 

oth? although the aboveſuid Monies did mot 

dB belong wiito them, they ſhall be bodily, n; 

rwil Arbitrarily puniſhed, according 10 the 

p Mqualitie of the Fatt and perſons. 

he i 


fide The Policie and Laws of tis Realms 
for thave alwates aimed at and intended the 
vr B 2 Increaſe 


I 
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Increaſe and Augmentation of Money, 
efpccially that of Silver, and this divers 
WAes. 


I. By providing,againſt Exportati- 
on of it- &.E.3.C.1. 38.E.3.C.2. 17. 
E:2.207.-% R;S£-2- S#H.4-£-5- 2. H. <6 
C.S. 17.E.4.c.1. Made Felonie 19.H,7, 
C-$- 3-H8:C.7. 


L I. By providing ,againſt the melting 
it down,to make Plate or other Manu- 
faftures of it. 9.E.3.c-3. 17. R+-2, CI, 
$7:E.444. 2:8,6;c.13- 


I 11. By providing, that if any Mo- 
neys through time, or any other pra- 
file, became uncurrant, then the ſame! 
:0 be converted into Money again, & 
20t be diverrced from Copr. E.L. Sta- 
eute Ae monet parua Raſtalk Tit. Mo-| 
Py. | | 
f 

iv. By providing , That none | 
{ſhould give a price for Bul{/:07, or Coyn- | | 
ed Money, above therate of rhe Mint, : 
or whar the ſame is currant for : for it « 
is nor £0 he expected rhar any Pullion, 
either of Gold, or Silver, ſhall ever be. 
brought to the Mint, when the owner | « 


may have a greater price, than at the | a 
Mint | f 


SI ri I a AAAS AS GO EDS 
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Mint, either to be Tranſported, or to 
be converted to Make Plate, or 0- 
ther things : This agreeth likewiſe 
with the policie of $a? , which 
though it be the Spring, and Fountain 
from whence the greateſt Streams of 
Silver have been derived into other 
parts, yer Silver there, will alwales 
yield the ſeller i1x pence, or one Real 
more upou the Mark at the Mint, than 
to be ſold to any other for any purpole 
whatſoever, concurring hkewite with 
the practiſe of other Stares, 


That all th:{c AS are acf ive,and 
mot eff nal to the cnas abaveſaid , for 


* the reaſy:is following. 


The Acts againſt Traniportation 3 
ſome extend nor to Gold, as $5. E. 3. 
c.1, Others have effect onely upon 
the Money that 1s Traniported, and 
that comes too late, and 1s ſeldom or 
never known, as 3Z8.E.3.C.2. 5.R.2.C. 
2. 2.4.5.c.6. 17.E.4. C,i. being now 
diſcontinucd. 


Thoſe that extend ro the Shipping 
of it, ec. Viz. 2.H.4-c..5 19.H.7.C.5. 


| and 3.H.8. c.i. Give the whole for- 
' feirure 50 the Ring, and no part to rhe 


2 T1. 


» 
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| 
(2 8) | 
informer , whereby they are not at all / 
made uſe of , no man being willing to | 
be at charge to proſecute arother,do- 
ing no good to himlclf. 


None of thoſe As do vive ſuffici- 
ent forfeirures to re{train rheOffences, 
as hath teen maniiclted by experi- 
ENCE. 


Pony _— wy 


Laſtly, they have not given any 
means for di'covery thereof , without | 
which, the Offendours will not be de- 
terred from finding out cloſe and ſe- | 
cret ways to adventure and vyraftiſe |; 
againſt them , when opportunity off 
great gain, and hope of concealment, | 
ſhall invite and encourage them there- 
unto. | 


And for the now Aft drawn and pro-| 
pounded to be paſſed. ih 
Efides the frame and bodie of it, 
comprehending , and fally ex- 
trending to all the waies and means of 
the abuſes , the ſame for the forfeir- 
ures. Is drawn from the example and 
preſident of 18. El:x, c. 9. againſt, 
rranſportation of Leather, Tallow,and! 
raw Hides, and others in the Queens 
times, and the late Ordinance 1647. 
Againf: 


[CEC 


—— I > — — 
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| Againſt tranſportation of Wooll, Ful- 


lers-Earth, cc. 


The Clauics tonching the proced- 
ing by Information, ec, are the ſame 
with the like Clawes of the taid Ordi- 
nance for Wooll, 1647. 


And the Clauſes to enconrage the 
Inſtrument and others to diſcover the 
Offences, wherein themſclves are !y- 
able to the penalties, are framed in 
Imitation, and by the Preficent of the 
ſaid At of 19. E/iz. And the other 
Ordinances and Edgidts of other King- 
doms and Eſtates, tnat give like eXx- 
emptions and ceicouragements to 
ſuch, as though guilty themſelves in 
the ſecond degree, ſhall reveal and diſ- 
cover others more principal Offer 
dours, taking hkewite from them the 
confidence they wovld have, that the 
perſons they imployed ſhould conceal 
their Offences, whereby they will be 
much dererred from hazarding and ad- 
Ventuiing vpron the praciile- 


And the Clauſe touching the Coni- 
miſſion, and examination of Witneſles 
for diſcovery , &c. And to commit 
rhem in caſe of their refuſal ro be Ex- 

B 4 aminec. 


(30) 
amined,is exampled by the 13.E//z.c 
7. The Act againſt Bancrupts, & diſco. 
very of their Eſtates £ There being 
greater reaſon and equity, for the gif. 
covery of fraud, concerniag the Com: 
mon-wealth, than concerning any pri. 
vate perſon. 


Cs, 


— 


In an Ordinance & Placcaet 
for the ermrall Regulating of thi 
Mint, pub/'"ſh:d at Bruflel, the 18 
of March, 1633. is inſerted, 


ARTIC. XX v. L- 


\ \ TE declare, Thatalthough any| 7 
of our Subjects or others, who! 4 
ſhall have A&ted any thing contrary to} 0 
this Ordinance, and were not taken) Þ 
in the Fa& , yer notwithſtanding, af-! 1 
ther they ſhal! be convinced of the! 
ſaid tranſgreflion , they ſhall be pro: 
ceeded againſt, with condemnation off | 
the ſaid penalties and amerciaments ; "! 
well underſtanding , that inſtead of ®] 
forfeiting the ſaid monies and materi-, *< 
als, they ſhall he condemned to pay A 


the worth of them. X 
T 


L 
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R (31) 
yu ARTIC. XXvI. 


in 

if And if ir happeneth that the juſt 

m.. quality and quantity of che ſaid Speci- 

Yri. ES, Bullion, or Materials cannot be 
preciſely known or verified, We will, 
that ſuch rranſgreſſours be puniſhed 

— according to the heinouſneſs of rhe 
fat, being lefr to the diicretion of che 

Et. Judges. 


it ARTIC. XXVIEL 


Winch we intend ſhall take place,in 
regard of thoſe who ſhall be convin- 
ced, to have paid away ,prelented , or 
ny; received any forbiaden Moneys , at 
hot anigher price than by this preſent Or- 
' tol, dnance 1s declared, airhough rhe ſaid 
en; quality & quantity of the lame, could 
af.' not be preciſely verified. 


he ARTIC. XXV1II. 
al We have Authorized , and Autho* 


5; 117e by theſe, all Officers, for rolſerze 
of Upon, and break open, the Packs, Let- 
zrj-, [ers and Porrmantles of the Meilen- 
yay. 2ers, or others whom they ſhall know 
© orſuſpet ro bring in any of the for- 
bidden Species, or Materials , or ro 
1:an{port , Or convey Out 0! our faid 

© Lands, any ofour Species, and that in 
- B 5 the 
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the preſence of thoſe, to whom the 
ſaid Packets are ſent to, or do belong, 
if ſo be they are reſiding in that place ;; 
as alſo in the preſence of one of thy py 
Magiſtrates of the ſaid place, onelyt , 
know the name of thoſe who canſfec 
the ſaid Gold and Silver to be Tran\ p 
ported, and to no other end. Y 


ARTIC. XXXVII. h 


We alſo Order, that all thoſe tha: : 
ſhall be found to have Counterfeired, ; 
Coyned, Stamped. Preſt, or caſt in the 
and, any Monies,of what manner ſtuff 
or Mettal ſcever, ſhall be executed & 
falſe Moniers, ina kettle with boyling: 
Oyl, and water, & wich Confiſcation 
all their Goods. 


ARTIC. Ly. ! 


If ſo be any one be convinced, tha - 
he had pickrt, or cheſen our, or cauſed} & 
to be choſen our, any of the ſaid valuy c 
ed Species, for ro keep the heavy onef 4 
for his profit, and to pay away the 
light ones to the dammage of the, 
Commonaitie; We wilhthat he , be-: ;; 
ſides the ſaid Forfeits and Amercia-, $ 
ments, ſhall be baniſhed our of Our! ;; 
{aid Lands, for rhe ſpace of ten years. Ic 


ARTIC 


en ec tm 


l 
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the 
ng, ARTIG LEE 


© In caſe that any of the particular 
Ng Maſters of Our Mints, or Exchangers, |_| 
"Il were convinced of the ſaid abuſe , or * 
ler! that they ſhould have preſented , or 
in paid away any of the ſaid Clipr, or 0- 
ther forbidden Species,after that they | 
had received the ſame for Bu#:97 , or ; 
not Curranr,then ſhall they be baniſh» 
ed for ever out of Our ſaid Lands, and 
+ their Gocds Confiſcated. 


ARTIC. LVILT. 

And becauſe the price of the Spe- 
cies is commonly regulated according 
| ro the price of the Gold and Silver 
Materials, Therefore we have forbid- 
' den, and forbid every one of what 

quality and condition ſoever , to buy 
14 orfell any Gold or Silver Materials, or 
led Species declared for Pr!/:69, or not 
104 Currant, at a higher price than the Or- 
ne dmance of Our ſaid Mint permitteth , 
the upon penal:y of Confiication of tie 
rhe, faid Materials, and the worth of them, 
© arthe charge as well of rhe Buyer, as 
1) Seller, for rhe firſt time; for the ſecond 

WU; time, ſour times as much, befides the 
>» |Confiſcation and Forfcir, and of other 

: Arbitrary correfticon, 
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(34) 
ARTIC. LXIIH. 

We Order allo, that the Brokers, 
who did afliſt and help to conclude or 
:reat upon ſuck parcels, either in re- 
r£gard of money given upon exchange, | 
or upon uſe or obligarion,cither in pay- 
nient of the ſold merchandizes, or 0- 
therwiſe, ſhall be publickly whipt and 


baniſhed out of our faid Lands, for the 
(pace of ten years. 


SRITC LVI. | 
And as We have underſtood, and 
are truly informed, that a grear part 
of the irreguiariry concerning the laid | 
Placcatts, 18 riſen and occaſioned , by | 
reaſon that many Merchants and Fa- | 
tours, will not buy the works and ma- | 
nufzfures of rhe work-men, and han- | 
dic;afrs-men, unleſs they will receive 
the Gold and Silver art ſuch a price as 
they will give it them; or when they 
have almoſt boughr the goods, they 
give theMerchandi7e back again tothe 
Sellers, if they will he paid according 
to the price Ordered in Our P/accaet: | 
Therefore We will, that ſuch opprel- 
ſours of the poor Commonalty , ſhall | 
be rigorouſly proceeded againſt, and | 
puniſhed , by apprehenſion of their 
per- 
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perſons, and that they , their Proces 
being ſummarily,and criminally form- 
ed, and found guilty of whar is above- 
faid, ſhall be bauiſhed for ever, and 
their Goods Confiſcated, or inſtead 
hereof, ro be condemned in a great 
ſum of money, according to the heti- 
nouhnefs of the Fact; of which Confil- 
cation and Amerciament, the halfe 
ſhall be given to the Pplanriff,, or diſco- 
verer. | 


ARTIC L XX. 


In like manner ſhall be puniſhed 
choſe with the ſame Forfeits & Amer- 
ciaments,who ſhall have received,paid 
away,or preſented any clipt Money, or 
declared for Bon, with proteſtation, 
or declaration, that it is for ro deliver 
them into our Mt , or to the Ex- 
changers, unleſs they had preſently 
eut chem in pieces,or deformed them, 
or cauſed the ſame to be done Þy ©- 
thers. 

ARTIC. XCT. 

We declare , that although ir be, 
that any of the Tranſgreſſours do ob- 
tain favour and paidon from Us , or 
from Our Councel. We do not in- 
tend, nor We will nor, that rhetefore 
they ſhould be quirted, and diſchar- 

gec 
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ged from the parts of the ſaid forfeits 
and Amerciaments, granted by Us to 
the Officers, Callers in queſtion , and 
Planriffs, or Diſcoverers reſpectively; | 
but ſuch favour and pardon onely to 
rake place, for as much as belongeth | 
unto Us, | 


ARTIC. CV 


We Order well exprefly, all Our 
Fiſcals and Officers, to take their con- 
cluſjons, and all Our Councellors, Ma- 
viſtrates, and other Judges, to give 
their Sentences in conformitie of this 
Our preſent Placc2rt , without uſing 
any moderation of the penalties and | » 
amerciaments therein contained , un- 
der what pretext ſoever, nor alto any | , 
compenſation of charges, to the prefu- | , 
dice of the Officer founded in the | , 
principal, upon penaltie of Our indig- | | 
narion, and for ro anſwer for it in their | , 
own perſons, withour that they ſhall | . 
plead any Ignorance, or the generat | x 
tranſgreſſion. Which excuſes, We do | * ; 
not intend ſhall avail, or help them in | |, 
any manner of way : but Our intenti- | 
on is, thar they ſhall be puniſhed, be- | , 
cauſe of their negiigence and conni- | ;- 
VENCE. | 0 


This 
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This Ordinance and Placcaet of the 
18 of March 1633, i gan con- 
firmed; a2d all Mogiſtrates and 
Officers are required to do their ut- 
29ſt endeavours to ſee it ſtriftly ov- 
ferved in all points. Publiſh:d at 
Bruſſels the 26 of Auguſt 1643. 


In an Ordinance and Placcaet 
for the Reevlating of the Mint 3 
Publiſhed in Bruſlels the laſs 
day of May, 1644. 75 
mſcricd. 
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V E have alſo forbidden. and 

/ forbid by theſe preſents , 
every one of what qualirie or conditi- 
on ſoever ; as well our Snabjedts as 
others, to Tranſport any Gold or Silver 
trom henceforth out of our Lands, gi- 
rectly or indire&ly, or cauſe the ſame 
to be Tarnſported, cither Minted or 


| . Unminted ; as alſo in Maſs, Ingots, os 


BYull;on > without having obtained of 
us before-hand expreſs leave aud con- 
ſent far to do the ſame, upon penaltie 
of forfeiting the Gold , Silver, and 
Bullion, and to pay beſides the doa':1e 
of cheir worth, and upon forfeit of the 

Merchan 


(38) ; 
Merehandizes, if ſo bethe aboveſaid| 
Gold, Silver, or By{{:0n3 ſhall be found | 
ro be packrt in them 3 as alſo of the 
Horſes and Waggons of thole, who! 
ſhall willingly and wittingly have| 


brought and conveyed the ſame. . | 


ARTIC. xv. BB 

And if any one be found and'taken [ 

to have Tranſported'or cauſed to be | *' 
Tranſported our of our Lands, any 
Moneys by Us valued, or other decla- 
red Bullzon, or any materials of Gold 
and Silver, and have delivered or caul- 
ed to be delivered the ſame into any 
ſtrange Mints ; We will, thar ſuch per- 
{ons ſhall! be proceeded againſt, ſharp- 
ly and rigoroutly ' by impriſonment of 
their perſons, and that they, beſides 
the forfeits of the faid Species and 
materials, and four times the worth of 
them for the firſt rime, ſhall be ba- 
niſhed our of ovr abovyeſaid Lands, for \ 
the ſpace of five years 5 and for the ſe- 


cond time,for eycr- V6 
' n 
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And thoſe who willingly and wit- | Þ 
ringly have aſſiſted for ro pack and | V3 
Tranſport the aboveſaid Moneys or | 9! 
Materials, ſhall be puniſhed according 


to 
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to pleaſure, or baniſhed according to 
the qualitie of the perſon. 


Other Countreys you may ſee ſtriftly 
provide againſt theſe offences 3 and 
zt will never be mended here, if you 
; make not as ſtrift Laws as they. 


| 


—_  —_—— 


' Ina Declaration of the King 
| of France, for the Regulating of the 
new price ſet upon the Light and Clipt 
Species of Money : likewiſe for the 
obſervation of the prices of Gold and 
| Silver i: ployed for the Gold-ſmiths 
work. 1t is alſoexpreſly forbidden to 
melt the Moncy, and to Tranſport them 
_ or other materials of Gold and Silver 
out of the ſaid Kingdom, Printed at 
Paris 30*' of Oftober. 1640, 


FOLIO 8,9. 


V E exprefly }forbid, that all 

materials of Gold and Sil- 
yer, either Coyned or Uncoyned, ſhall 
' not be bought or ſold ar a higher rate 
than is expreſly ſer down in this 
Placcaet, which doth contain the true 
value thar muſt be paid for the Mark 
of Gold and Silver. 


FOLIO 


— ance wound noone Eo EE TIED". 
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| FULIQ 13. 

we exprefly forbid every one, f; 
what condition or quality ſoever, ti | 
Tranſport out of our Kingdom, any | 
Gold and Silver Coyned or Uncoyned 
20r any Other Gold-ſmiths work, upaj; » 
penaltie of forfeiting the Material { 
and Merchandizes, and other thing) ; 
wherein they ſhall be found to þ 
pack; up in ; beſides the penalrie f | 
fiftie pounds and bodily puniſh: 
ment. | 

Now that general Laws and Statutil 
in England from 111e to time have prof 
vided againſt Tranſporting of Gold... « 
mclting down the cunrant Coyn, and buy 
ing Silver aid Gold at abave the priced 
the Aint , apprareth by theſe follow: 
Mg, VI. 1 

Stat. 9. Edw. 394. Both forbidding 
the Tranſporting of the Gold of the 
Nation , and the melting down the 
currant Silver Coyns, by Gold-ſmiths 
or 2thers into plare. 

Stat. 14*h. Rich. 2% cap. 12% 
Commiſtions made through theRealm, 
for ro enquire of ſuch as had conveyet;| | 
the money of England out of the Nat] | 
'on, to the prejudice and dammage 0f , 

; 


— 


_— 7 ——_—_ g—_Y 


—_— dt. Lo an DDOAaA a» Am. 


the King and Realm. 
Stat. 17th, Rich. 2%. cav. 1. There 


{hai 


|: * 4 


©, 0 ney to make any thing by Gold- 
Ns U ſmiths or others, upon pain of for- 
allf fejiture. 
med 2d, Hen. 4th. cap. 4*b. No perſon to 
PO} Tranſport Gold or Silver, either in 
TI) Coyn or Bullion, upon pain of forfeit- 
Ung ng as much as they mrghr. 
4 bt 4th, Hen. 4'Þ. cap. 10th. No Gold- 
'E 0 ſmich or other perſon ro melt down the 
currant Sjlver Coyns of the Nation, 
upon pain of forfeiring four times the 
T yalue. 
gh, Hen. $th, C2Þ. I, All Statutes 
| heretofore made touching the good 
] and lawfol! government of Gold and 
Silver,and nor repealed,to be in force. 
| 20, Hen, 6th, cap. 6*", Upon a 
grievous complaint made in Parlia- 
* men:, that great ſums of Gold and Sil- 
yer were Tranſported into Flanders 
and Bdcazx our of this Kingdom, it 
was ordered and enacted, that no 
Gold or Silver ſhould be Tranſported 
| Our of the Realm. 
And becauſe it is ſuppoſed , that 
-YE! the money of Gold is Tranſported by 
vat! Merchants-aljens, It is ordained, that 
© Of the Merchants- aliens ſhall find ſecuri- 
ty with ſureties in the Chancery, that 
| they ſhall nor Tranſport Gold or mo- 
ney* 
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( 4. ) el 
neys out of the Kingdom, upon paii[th 
of forfeiting the ſum or the valve) ang 4 
if any do contrary, and that duly al 
proved, and he ſodoing be gone ove N 
Sea, then his pledges ſhall pay thy P: 
State [his ſaid forfeiture 3 whereof hd V 
that the ſame eſpied, and thereof gay tf 
Notice to the Treaſurer or the Stare} R 
Councel, ſhall have the fourth part. r« 

24, Hen. 6th. cap. 12th, - To the in| 
rent that more money be brought intqP 
the Mint, it is ordained, thar neitheth 
the Maſter of che Minr, nor Changefh 
for the time being, neither ſel] naf! 
caule to be ſold, nor alien to no other i 
uſe , bur apply the ſame wholly te 
Coyn, according to the tenure of the 
Indenture made betwixt the State,andſ! 
Maſter of the Mint. 

4*h, Hen. 7*, cap. 13'h, Iremyf 
Where in a Parliament begun andþ 
holden ar weſtninitcr the 165th, of Fa 
nary, the 17h. of Edw. 4h, No pet 
ſon to carry Gold or Silver either in 
Bull:on or Coyn, nor Jewels of Gold, 
hat ſuch perſons as be diſpenſed with 
by the Starute of Hez. 4**. upon painf 
of Felonie, to be heard and determin-| 
&d as other Felonie is; the which 
Srarure to endure from the feaſt olf 

Faſtcr the 38, of Edw. 4. unto _ 
en 


; SE 


end of ſeven years next enſuing: Since 
paiy the which 7 years expired, the Gold 
ans and Silver Coyn of this Realm hath 
July and daily is conveyed into Flanders, 


* bd Merchants-ſtrangers as by Denifons, 


thefthe Authority of the ſame, have or- 
y t dained and enatted and citabliſhed , 
:hthat the ſaid Starure made in the 
16 year of Edw. 4. be and ſtand a 
Statute good and effectuall, with all 
the premiſes in the ſame obſerved and 
ept, and put in due execution, from 
f Z:the feaſt of the Purification of our La- 
per-Y, which ſhall be in the year of our 
1 inLord :489. to endure to the end of 
20 years next enſuing. 

i. Hen. 8. cap. 13. An Aﬀ made, 
painſar whoſocver ſhall carry any Gold or 
min-Þilver or Jewels our of the Realm,ſhall 


ſe 


ſfae by ation of debr ar the Common. 
Law. This AR ro endure to the next 
Parlitamevr. 

5. And 6. Edw. 6. cap. 19. Anat 
rouching the exchange of Gold and 
Silver, that whoſoever gives more fa 
Gold and Silver than ir 1s or fhall be 
deciared by the Kings Proclamarion, 
ſhall ſuffer impriſonment by the ſpace 
of one year, and make fine at the 
Kings pleaſure, the one moiry to his 
Majeſty, the other moity to be to the 
party that ſeizerh the ſame, or will ſue 
for it by Bill, Plainr,- or Information 
or otherwiſe. 

1. A Proclamation againſt giving 
for light Gold more than is currant, 
212 7uly, 199 Fac. 

2. A Proclamation againſt melting 
Engliſh money, 189 Mar. 99 Fact. 

3. A Proclamation againſt buying 
and felling Gold and Silver, at highe 


prices than the Mint, 14% Mars. 19] 


7as*. 

4. A Proclamation againſt Tran- 
ſporring of Gold , 23% Mau. 10! 
Zac*. 

5s. A Proclamation againſt profit 
for Gold and Silver, and melting En- 
gliſh money for Plate 3 Waſt in Gold 
and Silver, 49 Feb *, 199 Fac. 

| 6. 4 


on. 6. A Proclamation apgainft Tran- 
ext| ſporting Gold and Silver, and melting 
down the currant Coyas of the Nati- 
| al no, 259 Marr. 39 Cat'!. 

and} From all which Statutes and provi- 
far] fions it may be garhered, that the cur- 
| bel rant money and Bullro2 of the Nati- 
10n} on, is the Subjects, onely to uſe be- 
acel tween man and man, bur net to abuſe: 
the] for no man by the Law can buy or ſell 
his} them by way of Merchandize at high- 
the] & rates than they are Proclaimed 3 if 
ſue} he do, he is finable by the Law : he 
ion} that waſheth, clippeth or leflenerh che 
currant Coyns, commits Treaſon : He 
ing] thar exports the Treaſure of the Nati- 
nt,| on, either in B#l{{zor or currant Coyn, 
being taken, loſeth them : he that 
ing} melts down the currant Gold or Silver 
of the Nation for Plate or other Ma- 
ng] nufatures, commits a forfeiture 3 and 
her] Tranſporting of Treaſure hath former- 
| ly been made Felony, as by the ſeve- 
rall Starures and Laws to this purpoſe 
n-| appeareth. 

o*] By theſeand divers other 'Laws and 
Statures, our Predeceſſours have en- 
fit| devoured the retention and preſerva- 
n-| tion of the Coyn and Treaſures within 
ld] this Nation, but could hitherto never 
effect it. 


. *« 


Nor will theſe miſchiefs ever hel _ 
ſtopped, till their be Commitſions by bo 
AG of Parliament accoraing to former 
preſidents, when the Nation was de. 
frauded of their Treaſure as now ir is, 
ſtrily to enquire of the offendours | : 
and bring them to Juſtice. by 

For of late, the eatie eſcape of De- 
linquents for theſe offences,hath given 
the boldneſs to offkendours to go on: 
and Time, the trueſt Schoolmaſter,} (1 
harh raught all ages ro know, thar lir-| ;,-+ 
| tle penalties could yer never interpoſe req 
berwixr che Merchant and his profit. 

Whereas this Parliament, by their 
Ordinance 6. of Sept. 1647. did decrief fejr 
all Clipped, Fyled, or diminiſhed Mo-] q; 
ney ( by means whereof great quanti-| ſho 
ties were ſold to ſome Gold-Smeths ) bly 
who have made it a Trade to deal with | gan 
Receivers of Publick Caſhes , Graft- | am 
ers, and teverall other Perſons ( and | aq 
inſtead of melting of theſe Moneys [oy 
down ) ſome Gold-ſmiths have iſſued [gc 
theſe Moneys our again in payment, [max 
whereas at the Tower thele Clipped |offe 
Moneys wovld make bur five ſhillings [uf 
the Ounce-Troy, cheſe men have ven- | - 
red out theſe Clipped Moneys to di- | 1 
vers il-affe&ed people ar fve thillings [ye 
fix pence , and five ſhillings eight yd 

Pence | 


(47) 
peiice, and fix ſhillings the Ounce,who 
have diſperſed the ſaidClipped Moneys 
ſo bought from Gold ſnirhs up and 
down the Narion again, to the great 
enriching of themſclyes, and deftraud- 
ing of the good people of this Narion, 
by buying up this Clipped Money 
ſince the Ordinance 1547. at the leaſt 
wenty rimes over, and venting it for 


*| currant again ( which had been help- 


&d, if rhere had been bur fix words put 
into the Ordinance (which was,:o have 
required all perions exchanging any 
Clipr or uncurrant Engliſh money wich 
any Gold-imich or others, upon for- 
teirure of double the value, ro ſee tr 
cut in two peices, or ſo defaced,thar it 
ſhould nor be paſſable afcer.) 1 hum- 
bly preſent rhis defet of that Ordi- 
nance, that ic may be looked after and 
amended, and I humbly defwe,rhar the 
At againſt Tranſpor.ing Trea ure 
now committed, may be enacted with 
ſuch vigour, that the Common-wealth 
may have the reall benefit, and he 
offenders brought ro excmplarie 
Juſtice. 

There hath been twenty Millions of 
Money Coyned within this t.enty five 
ears, as will appear by the H:n:i-Beois, 
ad almoit all of it Tranſþorted out of the 
| C Nation, 
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XN :tt97, ine Gold all gone, the currant 
Luer crill:d out, the weightielt melted 
and tranſported «and that SUver-Mo- 
nrys which remac s, i5 out ii”, and all 
culled Gola 15 maile as pretious im thy 
Gommoneweaith as Diamonds. Ina 
moo veniences will arſe by the tndirelt 
dealing of private men 13 this particular 
to the Common-wealti, I ſhall humbh 
leawo it to you to conſider. 

In the year 1643. It was humbl 
offered to this Parliament, to have the 
offendours diſcovered, and to bring 
them to Juſtice, and this miſchid 
ſtopped ; bur by the great Intereſt 0 
the offendours, that had then powerit 
this Nation,the Propoſition was ſlight 
ed, and theſe miſchieis ever imce day: 
ly praftiſed, to the unſpeakable: dam} 
mage of this Common-wealth: for it! 
far eafjer ro keep the Treaſure int 
Nation by making ſtrict Laws agai 
Tranſportation, than when it 1s gont 
bring it back, as too late experience 
will make this Common-wealth feel 
bur you have the power to call thek 
offendours to a ſtrict account, if yo 
paſs the Adt fully ro enable all peop!| 
ro make their diſcoveries, how, aid! 
what manner other Nations do pu 


theſe offendours : you have already pt 
ſen 


Pre? 
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/ ſeated out of the; Placcaets , The evil 
| grown 78 ſuch @ beight, that both our 
| own Laws put in ine ftriffeſt executions 
| and the Cuſtoms and Laws of otocr [2 
+ Countrics added to them for this partics- 
a | lar, with the greateſt diligence of expert | 

| men, to make the ſearch for what is paſt, 


and to prevent theſe miſchiefs for the 
ting to come, will b2 little enough: and 
to make this diſcovery is a ſervice of more 
Importance to the Common-wealth, t101. 
at firſt ſteht can be apprehended. 

This is a certain rule, no great aQti- 
on in any Common-wealth or State 
can be done bur by Meney, which all 
ages have held to be the Sinews of 
War, and Garland of Peace > and what 
|. occafions we have to uſe it beth for 
commerce aud ſafety, is humbly left 
td you to confider 5 and in all well re- 
placed Stares it hath ever bcen ac- 
counted a great ſervice to difcover the 
offendours and abuſes prattiſed upon 
.1| the Treaſure of their Nation: and ro 
| Prevent the growth of theſe miſchicfs 
| 5the work of every faithful! lover of 
his Countrey 3 42d he or they that ſha! 
| be againſt the diſcovery of theſe offences 
q a4 offcndours, may amongſt judicious 
men be juſtly ſuſpected to be Parttes 
themſelves, 


--_ D 


G2 And 


(50) 

And though ſome Merchants and | ? 
2ther Intereſted Perſons(may for their | | 
own Intereſt ,. either for their profit | ; 
{ or fear of Puniſhment for whar they | ; 
have done ) ſpeak themſelves, or get | t 
ethers to oppoſe the Act againſt | 1 
Tranſporting Treaſure ro pats the } þ 
Houſe, or procure it to be fo altered,as 
it ſhall not be effectuall ro pive a full 
cure ro the Common-weal:th of the | y 
great conveniences tt is now under, | p 
by ſeverall abuſes prattiſed upon Coyn | þ 
and B{l:07. Y 

To give a cure to the Common: | 9 
wealth of theſe great inconveniences, | 0 
and alſo to take away the great ob- | gj 
ſtruRions of your Mint, which will| jr 
never be donerill this A& paſs 3 aad iff m 
it were more ſtricter, it would be more | (| 
beneficial ro the Common-wealch, | lit 
eſpecially in theſe times, when you | ſic 
have ſo many occaſions of Money, by| fo 
bringing in preſently very great ſums | no 
of Money to the State by the puniſh- | we 
ment ofthe offendours. W/ 

You havehere, with all humility, ſt] Hy 
down to you, the ways and means where-| haz 
by your nerghbour-Countreys uſe to pre-| wi 
went theſe miſthiefs, and to puniſh the| Ta: 
offcudours for what is paſt, with ſeveral| tai; 
old Statutes of this N ation : out of which 'he 

j 
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if you extract the quinteſnet, and mak? 
8 jparp and wvigoromns Law, cond iogure 
all-your Cfficers and others to put it in jull 
execution, yu mayin a ſoit tiruc cure 
ths (ummoit- wealth of theſe aan orous 
diſeaſts, whichif you letit goon, wil 
prove a Gangrene. 

| humbly beſeech you to take no- 
tice » tKere hath been within ſeven 
years Ceyned in ten days, more mo» 
ney in the Tower of London, than hath 
been Coyued near upon this three laſt 
years : now if you ſuffer Treaiure to go 
our of the Nation every day fer wanr 
ofa Law, to give all people power to 
diſcover and examine the offendours, 
ina ſhort time Fou will not have any 
money left in the Common-wealthk; 
( for experience in ail ages ſhew, that 
little and flight penalties can never 
ſtop ſome Merchants from their profit) 
ſo they ger to their private, they care 
not what miſchicts the Common- 
wealch ſuffers: ( for a Common-weallth 
without plenty of money, looks like a great 
Houſe uifurmſht, and bare walls is no 
handſome ſight ) and you will fiad there 
will not be money left to pay your Juſt 
Taxts, Cuſtoms and Excif?, and to main- 
tain Trade and commerce, if you clear not 
'Fe obitri;fFion of the Mirt, ani take 
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ſome eff: nal coſe to fer it #26 20/4, oh 
84s Atl {5 bt A preDaratzon ada erotnd» 
work 6 cauſt your Mint tacos and il 
at Daffy $0 Hl] no wen fer yortr Aline flute 
TW I * fer tÞ allow Ify 142 10 Out- gi VL 
the M7! jr Bullion, i, 2 fart wp the 
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when you beus ſuch occaſions of Mo- 
me. 
T ſhalt! hun:o'y leave it to you to conſe. 
ay the 1i:conveniencts 
The Gotd-Smiths when they were 
before the Honourahle Committeegby 
their Cenncellour M*, Recorder, and 
Mr, Fizſtzily , being eemanded by 
the Commiree, what they could ſay 
why an A& ſhould nor paſs for difco- 
very of ſuch as had Tranſported the 
Coy and Bullion of the Nation? did by 
rheir Councel, and by Sir Zohz olla- 
ſton, Alderman 77xer, and the reſt, dc- 
clare their willingneſs to have the offen- 
dours brought to puniſhment : The like 
they did for all ſuch as Culled,or mel: 
ted down the Currant coyn of this Na- 
tion for their own private profit , or 
ſuch as bought up the light Clipped 
Engliſh Money, decryed by an Ordi- 
nance 


Ee ———_— 


a oi 


(53) 


nance of Pailiament the 6. of Sep; 

1647. and did not delice it, bug 
coantrary-to ifils Orainance, did vent 
it again into {everal par'z of the Nite 


itON 4 and pay It away tothe deceic cd 


all the people cf the Nation. Upon 
this aniwer to the Committee, it puts 
me in mind of a coſtom, which is vf- 
alin ail mens hoaſes, 1/ Gf:/{cs be 
brihe, or any other mifcrief don, NG b8- 


dy 414 it © But ppon 3 Commiſſion of 


enquirie, many times jr is ſound i© be 
Sorp2- bog, Bur 19 the quiiticy rhar 
was aſked ath= Guide Smiths by the Ho- 
roarableComnmirtee,cocerning buying 
Geid and S:lwvc; above the price of the 
Mz tilt, they pleaged The trade was 
an ancitit Tr acc, that if trey Were fas 
ſftrajmed to 4 Þ; Ie, 1 fhirys aud thrir Famis 
lirs could not ſubſif, that they could not 
buy Sulu? THe far ct: re the market was 

"LM PA $7 2*; ant 5. 3, and Sir 
fol 2 101123 Ga 2 ſaid F hat be, and divers 
0E5CT'S, ad given 57 44 may, s v* 
for Stcrlin :g-Stlver ſor ther trade , = 
for confirmation of tne truth of this, be 
did appeal ta bis B:etieren, Alds rar 
Viner, and A!dcr:0m Nowel, and the 
reſt of the Gold- Smiths at the crompiter, 
and none of them did denie it Now 1 
ſhall humbly offer to your confiderati- 
C 4 5 
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( 
ons Firit Sterling-Silver will maxe bur 
5 *, inthe 2/1#t, and it is dclivered 
OUT of the Himr, after ir is Coyned, at | th 
sf. 2%. the Ounce. If the Go!ld-5mih 
vive $5. 5% for this Sterling-Silver, 
how cat avy be krowght into the | La 
Mit ? nay. how is ail the heavy Mo- | La 
ney Culled and melted down, and | YE 
none lefrto paſs bur Light and Clip- | lat 
ped ? And this is the trive ground | Þre 
| why matiy Go!d-$miths are Caſhers to | 
 __ Merchanrs, and keep fervants to re- | ae 
ccive mens Monies , without any re- | all 
ward, onely that they might cull,and | £0! 
weigh out the heavy filver, and Melt | 01! 
it or Tranſport it bcyord the Seas, for | WO 
their own private gain, to the high de- 
ccir of the Nation. - 
There is nothing in this AR doth | 9N 
reſtrain the due and orderly Trade of | of | 
a Gold- Smith, when it is well weighed | tho 
and conſidered. Bur that which is | pin 
their uſual Trade, now diſcovered to | 0 #: 
be ſo highly deſtructive to the Nation, | ba 
ought to be reſtrained. The Bakers | the 
may as well Petition againſt a!l pillo- | Gol 
ries, or againſt my Lord Major, for | buf 
weighing their Bread, as the Gold- 
Smiths juſtly except againſt the re-| fore 
ſtraining them , for giving for Gold 
& Silver,above the prige of the 24in:;. | fir 
| They | the 


l | 
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They ſee it, that ir is the Law © 
the Land, in the 5. and 6. Ed.s. c.15 
It is the daily prattiſe of France, Hot 
land, Flanders,as appears here by their 
Laws. Clothing is the Staple of the 
Land,and ought moſt to be cheriſhed3 
yet the Law propounds for the Regu- 
lating of the weighr, the length, and 
breadth. Biick-makers, moodmongers, 
Aeal-men, and givers other Trades, 
are reſtrained and regulated , and yer 
all theſe Trades receive protettion and 
countenance in their orderly working 
of their Manufattures, from the Com « 
mon-wealth. 

There are people which believe, 
That if there had been a real intenti- 
on to give a ſtop to the Tranſporting 
of Money, it had been done before , 
chough for my parr, i am nor of thar 0- 
pinion : There was (lay they) notzze 
of 1t 4:7e years agoe when the Fresbytirig 


| bad the power: And ſzven Years ago, 


the grievances of the Traniporting of 
Gold and Silver, with ſeveral other a- 
buſes, was by me ar large preſented ro 
the Parliament, and the ſame milchiets 
foretold, which 1s now cone to paisz 
that withour it were looked after, and 
a ſtrict Law made againſt ir, to diſcover 
the Ofen ours, there world not bea- 

C5 ny 
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ty Gold or Silver lefr in the Nation. 
And'this hath prooved too trae, for 
many millions of Gold and Silyer have. | 
ſince been. Tranſported, ro the nn- 
fpeakable dammage of. the Common- 
wealth. 

.. And -upon ſeizure of feveral great | 
quantities of Gold and Silver, by M-. | 
w/athinas, chief Searcher of the Port of | ' 
London, which was ſhipped to be tran(- 
ported > the Order of the Parhament, 
the 1. of «cptemb. 16 47. was made 
to the Committee of the Nayy, to ſee | { 
to prevent Ir. 

Aiter ail theſe Certificates made by | | 
the Officers of the Mint and Cuſtoms, | " 
and the Committee of the Navy, for | 
the ſpeedy putting ſo good a work in 
eXecurion, all which, I have hereafter 
fet down. 

The Councel of State was pleaſed- 
to make a Committee of themſelves 3 | 
and after many great and ſerious con- 
{ultations, drew up the draft of an AR | * 
of Parliament, with their defire to the | *' 
Parliament ro have it paſs with all ex- | 
pedition, for the Service of the Com- | 
mon-wealth. li 

There are others, more unhappy, | f: 
which ſay, Now the Steed 7s ſtoln, ſhut | © 


Jhe ftable door: Now there is no more | $ 
Gold 
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Gold left to Tranſport, to what pur- 
poſe doth the Parliament make an Act 
againit Tranſporting Gold ? this ſhould 
have been done before, for how can 
we maintain Commerce , pay Taxes, 
when our Ergl:ſh Gold is fourty times 
more plentifull beyond the Seas, than 
itis in £ngland, and almoſt all the Sil- 
ver Coyn of the Nation Traniported, 
and icarſe any lefr, but Clipped , and 
light money. 

And ſonic people are fo Impudent 
to believe, that there are ſome Mer- 
bers of Parliament ently of trant- 
porting money, or ele this Ae&t ſhould 
not haye ſtock fo long upon ter 
nands. 


Crthers there are , that have Tranſ-- 


ported money, and committed many 
abuſes upon rhe Coyns of the Nation, 
that hope they ſhall have their par- 
dons for what is paſt, though they 
have Tranſported almcoit all the Gold 
and Silver of the Nation , thar now it 
tney would , they can cfiend no 
more; and they have done the Com- 
mon-wealth that dammage, that aMil- 
lion of Money cannot give them fartis- 
faction. Theſe I hombly conceive, 
ought ro be made reſtore iheir uruſt 
gain, winich wyl deter any orhers 

nere - 
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hereafrer for doing the like. 

And there are that ſay, Look how al- 
aſt all men have ped that have certi- 
fied againſt TranSportiag money, or look't 
' to ſtop theſame. Hath not Sir Robert 
Harlow, and M. Cogan been pur out of 
their places in the 24:nt ? Hath not 
M. 1 aikins, M. Tomes, Sir Tho as 
Daws, and M. Holloway been pur out 
of rheir places in the Cnſtom-houſe ? 
Were not you Thomas Violet Impri- 
ſoned in the Tower four years, becauſe 
you ſhould nor tell the truth , and let 
che Common-wealrh know for all that 
time, moſt of their Money and Trea- 
jure was ſending our of the Na- 
tlON. 

I ſhall add ſomething more to this. 
1 have obſerved what the State hath 
gotten by purting out theſe menz aud 
1 found, Firſt, That upon the putting 
forth of the 01d Officers of rhe. Mint, 


in M. Swallows place , whio was the 


Clark of the lrons,and Surveyer of the 
Melring-houfe for the 2Mtpt 3 a place 
of great 1ki!] and truſt, there is now 
2£Clark pur in, to execute that place, 
that can neither write nor read 3 and 
orher Officers pur into the places of 
ihe cd ones in the 2/7t,that were ut- 
=riy tgnorant of the Myſteries of man- 


aging” | 
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naging that Office : And one of the 
grcateſt Obſtruttions of the Ment , 


comes through the ignorance of the 


Officers, and their want of ccrreſpon- 
denceand acquaintance with ſuch as 
uſualy have brought money from be- 
yond the Seas. 

The old Officers of the Mint , were 
maſters in this Myſtery, which is not 
ſo ſoon learned as men think. And for 
ſome of thoſe that have been turned 
out of their places our of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, if the AR were paſſed for the 
Commirree. of Trade, there would 
quickly be preſented the pradtiſes of 
lome of the Officers of the Cuſtoms, 
and Petitions for a redreſs of many a- 
buſeſs praftiſed by ſome of them, and 
a Review Petitioned for, to know up- 
on what grounds many of the old Offi- 
cers were turned out of their places, 
being never charged with any offence, 
bur onely forced our to make way for 
others to come into their places;\ome 
of the old Officers of the Cuſtoms be- 
ing turned ont of their. places, onely 
becauſe of their activity in ſtopping 
th: Gold and Silver of the Nation for 
being Tranſported 3 and this is M. 
Edward wathins his caſe , -and others 
put into his Office, that ſeizes Gold 

and 
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and Silver before it is forſeited , and 
when the Merchant recovers it again 
by Law, the Searcher that made the 
ſeiznre takes the K:n5z-Bench, and io 
the Merchant may go ſeek his Money, 
to the great dammage of the Mer- 
chant. 

Bur according to formerPrefidents, 
all Officers of the Cuſtoms,were to put 
in ſecurity for the juſt performance of 
rheir truſt ro the State, and no Off- 
cer was to receive the Cuſtoms , and 
Moneys of the Commion-wealth in any 
Port of this Nation 3 nor to make any 
ſeizure before he had pur in ſecurity 
to the Lord Treaſurer, ro make a true 
Account of what fnoneys and goods 
comes to their hands, which I (having 


more thi probable reafons)do believe 


theColleftonrs,% other Officers of the 
Ports, have not done, to the great 
dammage of the Common-wealth, and 
prejudice of the Merchants. If ſe1zures 
be unjuſtly made, and the Merchants 
recover their goods or moneys by a 
Verdi& at Law, after all their charge 
and hazzard; not to have their goods 
and moneys again. This difcovery 1 
have pur in for the ſervice of the Com- 


mon-wealth, it being a cauſe judged: 


in the Checquer this laſt Tearm, that 
for 
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for the future ſuck abuſes -of the new 
Officers of the Cuſtoms might be 
prevented. 

| I have to- ſome men replied this. 
AR 5 ir hath been delayzd by the 
Parliament, onely by rhe multitude of 
other buſineſs, though 1 muſt confeſs 
there are very few bulſinefles of the 
Commonwealth can take place before 
this, but that all people ſhould fee 
when the Parliaments bufines was a 
little over, how zealous in deeds (and 
not in words) they would be, for to 
puniſh theſe great offendonrs, and to 
make them pay back the unjuſt gain, 
which moneys ſhould be imployed for 
the publick, and ſo iave the Nation 
Taxes : that 1 was confident there 
wasnot any Member in the Parlia- 
ment was guilty of Tranſporting 
money , Or if there were, they durſt 
not be ſeen to juſtific ſo wicked an 
Act, but would be glad to be quiet 
in a whole ſkin; aud truly If I did 
know any of them , I would not med- 
dle with them,without the AR did po- 
firively injoyn me to do it. 

It hatch been objefed to me, by 
ſome Gold-Smiths and others 3 That 
I my ſelf have beca a traſþorter of money, 
and melter down of heavy Coyn of the 

Na- 
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Nation, and a furniſher of Gold and 
Silver te tranſport out of this Nation, 
and a buyer of Gold und Silver above 
the price of the Mint. I deny it not, 
and my Anſwer to them is, Az old 
Deer-ftealer 25 the beſt keeper of a Park, 
And though I had the late Kings par- 
don , I had it not but it coſt mie 
dear 5 I paidat one time to his Pri- 
vy Purſe, two thouſand twenty ſhil- 
lings pieces in Gold , and I am out 
ar this day by his command, in 
making the diſcovery of ſuch as Trant- 
ported Gold , ninteen hundred 
and threeſcore pounds , both which 
ſums , I haye heen out of Purſe 
fifteen years: I would nor have the 
greateſt Offendour ( that 1s a -Gov/d- 
Smith ) by my conſent , pay ſo great a 
ſum. And this is my Anſwer to them, 
to-that objection. 

I would have them by my exam- 
ple leave off ſo deſtrudtive a Trade ro 


the Common-wealth,as furaiſhing the , 


Tranſporters with Gold and Silver, 
Culling and melting down the currant 
Coyn. If 1 had nor been convinced in 
my conſcience , that ic was bad, I 
would have followed that Trade till, 
I had as good an Eſtate, as moſt - of 
the G21d-Sniths rodo its I had as 
good 
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good Credit, and 1 Icfr my Trade as 
fairly,. for I chalienge all or any man 
in L0#497, that can ſay I did not pay all 
MEN reaaV-Mmoney-to every penny and 
farrhing 1 ought, when I gave over my 
Trade, and rhe beft Alderman of 
London can do no more 3 It 1s inci- 
dent to all men to Erre, happy is he 
that repents, bur to perſiſt againſt 
the* liphr of a. mans Conſcience , is 
done by the ſtrong Inſtigation of the 
Diyel. 

1 do humbly preſent further, that 
their hath great miſchiefs happened to 
this Narion and their Army in Ireland 
ſince this Parliament, by the Indire& 
dealing cf ſome Merchants and Gold- 
ſmiths in London, who contrated with 
ſome of the adyenturers for Ireland, ro 
ſell them Rials of Eight and forraign 
Coyns, giving them ſome ſmall time, 
bur the poor Souldiers that received 
| theſe moneys in 1relard, loſt above 
twenty pound in the hundred by the 
moneys ſo paid them 3 for firſt the 
Gold-ſmirhs culled oncall the weighti- 
eſt, and delivered none bur Light and 
Clipped, and than the courineſs of the 
Silver which was Bead money, and 
adulrerated in the Welt Indtes in the 
' Mints, ſometimes ſrxxpence, ſomerimes 


more 


more vpon every piece of Eight, as is | \ 
well known to faine Geid-imiing and | j 
Merchants, fo rhat by the baſenetswf | x 
the Allay & want of Weighr,their hath | 
been at the lcaſt rwenty pound-ini the | y 
hundercd lois tro the Souldiers ; If he | y 
would make avy terurn cf ir ro his | 2 
wife or children ij E2elaind, as many | a 
of rhem found by lad experience, t 
The Gold-imirhs are the general | np 
Caſhiers for feome of the Principal | y 
Merchants in the Citte, and this rule 
the Gold-ſmiths ob{ryve when they 
receive moneys, to take none tht is 
Bad or Clipped ( but ler any nian fend | y 
to them to receive moneys, they ſhall | p 
have great quantities of Clipped mo- | n 
ney mixed in the'r moneys rneyre- | is 
ceive, and ſome of ir conſtantly will | 
eſcape the tcllers eys ) which Ciipped | a 
moneys the Gold-{miths buy of feve- | 
ral people for Bull:o7, butnever Coyi | T 
Ir, the reſt that they cannct purcff | 
here in London, they have their Agents | g 
VENT 1t tO Grafters and other people in | w 
the Countrey all cver the Nation, by | b 
which means in many Towns and Ci- | t, 
ties of this Narion,they are ſo peſtered | t| 
with Clipped money,that their is litrle | 
eiſe ſtirring in payment, to the un- | v 
unſpeakable dammage of the receiver, | 9g 
who 
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who cannor Pay it in Lexicn, but ſell 


| jr ro the Gold-ſmiths, fomerimes at 


wenry five aud thirty in the hundered 
abated ; which is by the Gold-ſmichs 
returned down ito the Conntrey next 
week after , So rhat this abuſe is like 
a Horte in a Mill it turns round and is 
a cheat put upon all people of the Na- 
tion, and without a ſtrit AR of Parlia« 
men: againſt ir, will not be pre- 
vented. 

All theſe abnſes aforeſtid, are fo 
high and Tranſcenfent ( thar the of- 
fendours ought to be vitd as men 
uſually uſe Wolves and Foxes ) for if 
private Murther be fo penall ) much 
more is publick Murther (nov money 
is the Life, Bloud, and Soul of the 
Common-wealth, withour it no great 
ation can be undertaken ) for the 
ſervice of the Nation ) and thoſe thar 
Tranſport it or adulterate it 1n 
Weight, may well be eſteemed as the 
greateſt enemies to the Common- 
wealth, therefore that you would 
be pleaſed to give all encouragement 
roall people, both in the Sea-ports of 
this Nation,and in the Citie of London, 
for the diſcovery of the Tranſporting 
of Gold and Silver, and ſuch as cull 
out the heavy Silver Coyn of the Na- 

riOn, 
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more upan every piece of Eight, as is. | wh 
well known to faine Gaid-iminng and | jr 
Merchants, fo that by the baſenets-of | rw, 
the Allay & went of Weighr,their hath | aþ 
been ar the leaſt ewenty pound-iti the | yer 
hundercd lots to the Souldiers ; If he | we 
would make any ferurn of it ro his | ak 
wife or children in Ezglad, as many | ac 
of rhem found by fad experience, tio 
The Gold-imirhs are the general | me 
Caſhiers for fome of the Principal | ye 
Merchants in the Citte, and this rule | 
the Gold-ſmiiths ob{rve when they his 
receive moneys, to take none that is | fer 
Bad or Clipped ( but ler any nian fend | uſk 
to them to reccive moneys, they ſhail | pri 
have great quantities of Clipped n:6- | mg 
| ney mixed in their moneys rNeyre- | is | 
ceive, and ſome of it conſtantly will | Co 
eſcape the tcllers eys ) which Ciipped | a& 
moneys the Gold-{miths buy of feve- | fer 
ral people for Bull:o7, butnever Coyu | Tr 
Ir, the reſt that they canncrt puroff | w 
here in London, they have their Agents gre 
VENt it tO Grafters and other people in | we 
the Countrey a!l cver rhe Nation, by | be 
which means in many Towns and Ci- | to; 
ties of this Narion,they are ſo peſtered | thi 
with Clipped money,that their is litrle | for 
eiſe ſtirring in payment, to the un- | of 
unſpeakable dammage of the _—_ on! 
who 


who eannor Pay it in Lex, but ſell 
ir to the Gold-ſmichs, ſometimes at 
weary five aud thirty in the handered 
abated : which is by the Gold-ſmichs 
recrourned down into the Conntrey next 
week after ; So rhart this abuſe is like 
a Horie in a Mill it turns roond and is 
a cheat put upon all people of the Na» 
tion, and wirhour a ſtri AR of Parlia« 
men: againſt ir, will not be pre- 
vented. 

All theſe abnſes aforeſtid, are fo 
high and Tranſcenfdent ( thar the of- 
fendours ought to be vitd as men 
uſually uſe Wolves and Foxes ) for if 
privare Murther be ſo penall ) much 
more js publick Murther (nove money 
is the Life, Bloud, and Soul of the 
Common-wealth, withour it no great 
ation can be undertaken ) for the 
ſervice of the Nation ) and thoſe thar 
Tranſport it or adulterate It in 
Weight, may well be eſteemed as the 
oreateſt enemies to the Common- 
wealth, therefore chat you would 
be pleaſed to give all encouragement 
toall people, both in the Sea-ports of 
this Nation,and in the Citie of London, 
for the diſcovery of the Tranſporting 
of Gold and Silver, and ſuch as cull 
out the heavy Silver Coyn of the Na- 
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tior,and fuch as have bought Gold and 
S$ilver above the price of 'ihe Mint for 
:0 Tranfport : for as the affairs noy 
of this Nation ſtance, yuu cannot haye 
a-greater diſſervice done to the Com- 
monwealrch, and you will find the 
Commiſiioners and Officers of the Cu: 
ſtoms, certifie to the Commullioners of 
rhe Navy in Sept. 1547. their deſires 
1m their ſourch Article, that a-greater 
allowance ſhould be given to ſuch as 
diſcover the Tranſporters of Gold or 
Silver, than by the Srarntes in that 
Caſe is provided, and the Statute in 
1. Henry 8. cap. 13. gives double rhe 
yalue, the one half to him thar ſhall 
ſeize it, or therefore Sue by action of 
Debt art the Common- Law, and by 
this draught of the AR,their is bur one 
Moyetie of what ſhall be proved to 
have been Tranſported given to the 
Profecutour. 

Whar forraign Nations do, you 
have here the Prefidents of Fraxce, 
Holland, Flanders , and what former 
ages here in this Nation have done, 
you have in 14. Rich. 2, cap. 12. by 
Ad of Parliament Commiſtions made 
through the Realm,for to enquire from 
the beginning of his Reign, which was 
for fourreen years, of ſuch as had con- 
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veyed the money of Englazd ont of the 
Nation,to the dammage of the Realm : 
and without you make the like Com- 
miſſions, the Common-wealth will be 
brought to extream poverty. 

Here are annexed two Certificates of 
the Officers of the Mint, and Com- 
miſfioners and Officers for theCuſtoms, 
grounded upon an Order of Parlia- 
ment, and an Order of the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Navy, v75. 


—_— 


Dze Mercurii, 1. Sept. 1647. 


Rdered ty the Commons in Par- 

lament aflembled, Thar it be re- 
ferred ro the Commirtee of the Navy 
to conſider of, and take ſome <ffectu- 
all courſe ro prevent the Tranſportati- 
on of Bul{l:on out of the Kingdom : and 
ſpeedily to report what they have done 
herein to the Houle. 

H. ELSYNGs Cler. Part. 


Committee of the Navie 
2. September, 1647. 


He Commiſſioners and Officers of 
che Cuſtoms w.ch Maſter wathins 

the head Searcher, are deſired to con- 
ſider 


[ 
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fider of ſome courle to be taken to pre. 
vent the T:aviportation of Br{/:on out 
of the Nation, according to an Or- 
der of the Houſe of Commons hereun- 
ro annexkcd ; and to cercifie the ſame to 
the Commiitiee. - 0 
Gzles Green. 


He Commiſitoners and Officers 

for the Cuitoms, having” together 

with the head Searcher, in the Port of | 
London, in purſuance of the directions | 
of this Honourable Committee above 
mentioned , peruſed ſundry Statutes 
yet in force, relating, as well to the | 
reſtraint of the Exportation of Bulli- 
04, as the Regulation of Merchants- 
Strangers in their way of Trade, do 
humbl» conceive. | 
1 That if the Statute of 2. Hen.c6. 
cap.6. enjoyning Merchants- Strangers, }. 
ro give ſecurity in Chancery, not to | 
Tranſport the Money or Plate of the 
Realm. And the Statrt. of 3. Hen. 7. 
cap. 8. enjoyning them to employ the 
money they receive, in the Merchan- | 
dize of this Nation. 
2 Andthatto the Statute of 5. Rich. | 

2. £4Þ. 2. and 2. Hey. 4. cap. 5. The | 
Parliament would be pleaſed, Firſt to | 
declare who ſhall be reputed —_ 
of 


gas ganf. oma eats 


. 
Mn. as. 


PR  _ — I__RR— Eu _— 


ys . 


for that ſince the firting of this Parlia- 


ment, the Children of Aliens born in 
this Kingdom, are reputed Free-born 
Subjects, and do enjoy their Privi- 
ledges accordingly : which in former 
times was not allowed till the third 
deſcent. Secondly, To declare by Or- 
dinance thar the Eſtates of him or 
them that ſhall Export money or 
Plate, ſhall be immediately Seque- 


|} ſtered. 


3 Toimpole a ſevere Penalty upon 


4 the Maſter of ſuch Ship or Veſſel, up- 


on which any money or Plate ſhall be 
found above his ordinary charges, he 


. |. being privy therennto. 


4 To allow to ſuch as ſhall diſcover 
or find out, any Bu{l:on or Plate, en- 


4 deavoured to be Tranſporred, a greater 


; ſhare and proportion, than by the 


= F Statutes in that caſe is yet provided. 


5 And to ſertle ome way of puniſh- 


| ment forſach as ſhall refiſt, or abuſe 


Officers ſufficiently Anthorized in 
their endeavours this way on the 


States behalf. 


The ſaid Commiſttoners and Offi- 
cers, do humbly conceive , Thar it: 
would be a good means to deter ſuch, 
who by all ſecret means do dayiy en- 
 deayour the Exportation of the Coyn 

Es and 
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l and Byll;on of this Kingdomz and much 
[: prevent the Exportation thereof. All 


which, nevertheleſs they humbly ſub. 
mit to the Wiſdom of this Honourable 
Commirree. 


4 j Tho. Dawes Coll. 
"of Zohn Holloway Comptr. 
uf R. Carmarden Super. Vil. 
if Edw. wathins Searcher. 
[4 2”, Toomes Super. Viſ. Gen. 
walter Boothby. 
if Rich. Bateman. 
ji4 Sam. Avery. 
Chriſtoph. Pack. 
Charles Lloyd. 
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'. The of ficers of the Mint in 


ble | the ?ower of London, 
whoſe names are here under 
written, in purſuance of the 
direftions of the Honoura- 
ble Committee of the 
, Navy, #» relation to their 
Order dated the 3. of De- 
cember preſezt, do humbly 
conceive, and certifie as 


fol loweth, 


Har to yrevenrt great abuſes pra* 

Avid vpon the Coyn and «ito 
of cite Narion, which 1s Tranſporred 
out of rhe Narion 3 a< alſo to prevent 
the Culling and Melting 9: v0 tte 
cur: an money of che Newon : aid 
for the J1{covering of fuck a; have of- 
faded :o be brought te mhice, ro 


— 


he | &rer others fron ati ihe ive 
abuies for the furc re , cohunt'y c: 
ceVE- 


Inaraccordimg to che Piciidey: 
D t! + 
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the 14. Rich. 2. cap. 12. a Commiſtion 
be granted to make enquirie through 
the Realm, of ſuch as had conveyed 
the moneys of England out of the Na- 
tion, and to make enquirie after all 
ſuch as Melt, and Cull out the heavy 
currant money, contrary to the Statute 
of the 4 Her. 4. cap. 10. none to'Melr 
the currant Silver Coyns of the Nati- 
on, upon pain of forfeiture four times 
the-value. 

That 2. Hey. 6. cap 12. Itis ordain- 
ed, that neither the Maſter-Worker 
of the Mint, nor the Changer'for the 
time being, neither ſell or cauſe ro be 
ſold, nor Alien tro no other uſe 3 but 
apply the ſame wholly ro Coyn, ac- 
cording to the tenure of the Inden- 
ture of the Mint, made between the 
Kings Majeſty and the Maſter of the 
Mint : to declare by Ordinance, Thar 


-what Gold- ſmith, or Changer fhall buy 


Gold or Silver, and convert it ro any 
uſe to Tranſport, ſhall forfeic the 
yalue. 

To declare by Ordinance, thar ac- 
cording tothe $. and 5.£1w.6.c9p.19, 
an a rouching the Exchange of Geld 
and Silver. Thar wholoever gives more 
for Gold and Silver than it is, or ſhall 
be declarcd, ſhall ſuffer nn 


——— — 
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by the ipace of a year, and make Fine 
at the pleaſure ofthe State. The Mint 
cannot be employed, nor the Tran- 
ſporring of Trea:ure ftopped, if flome 
courle be not ſpeccily raken to diſco- 
ver theſe grear abuſes. And altcady. 
almoſt all che Gold is Tranſported cut 
of rhe Narion : aud the Silver follow- 
ethir apace, as is prudently inf{:ſted 
ypon in the late Petition of the Citi- 
Zens of 1.00dow, ro both Houtles uf 
Parlianient. 

We numbly conceive, titat the 
making of this dilcovery ihrough- 
out the Nation, of ſuch at have, or 
ſhall Tranſport Gold ard Silver inro 
parts beyond ihe Sea:, aid of fiich 
at have. or ſhail Mc: down the cur- 
rant Gold and Silver Coyne et the 
Natio:, o have, of ſhall Yiy Gd 
and Siler 2 aroverhen no ite 
M:uc: the pattie of winch: 2! nj-s, 
if Ot {1:tncly reverted, 5 likety 9 
ring -poedre deft fre ir rhe 
Trade of chi; Fo edomw . whit og 
Fe: devred” ,4:49 4 hi hg. ud. 4 
whe: ihe Nation form tþe te 
Autichiect ax © 20 nffir roo, hy 
Trautlporrng of Tahir. And 
Av.» $5. and 6. fdw. 5.411 v0, hy 
givi:9 for Gold ard Silver 409 
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che price of the Mint. As it will be 
a ſervice of great imporrance to rhe 
Publick affairs, and bring grear ad- 
vantage to the Trade of this Nati- 
on 5 fo it will araw with ir a very 
grear charge. Which if Maſter 
7athins will undertake, he will de- 
ferve well to be encouraged. Ne- 
vertheleſs, we humbly ſubmir the 
premiſes, to the Wiſdoms of this 
Honourable Commairtee. 


Fohn $© ZFoh Warden: 

Robert Barley Maſter. 

Henry Cog-13 Comprtr- 
December 20. 1647. 


Heſe Gentlemen by reaſon of rneir 
places in the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
Mint within the Tower of Lodo, ana 
tncir long expericuce in Merchandize 
and Trade of this Nation 5 I humbly 
conceive their Certificates will leavea 
great Impreſſion npon the Parliament, 
and on the Honourable Commitree 
thar are appointed to reporr this Ad, 
that whar theſe Gentlemen have cert! 
fied, hatch been done upon a great ded 
of conſideration, and upon great ex 
per:ence, with all their beſt kill and 
judgement for the tcrvice of this Nat 
oll 


TTOIITIT—_—_— 


(75) 
on in this moſt weighty Buſineſs, it 
rendino ſo highly to the ſafety and 
welfare of the publick ( and thedelay 
of paſting this A in its full force and 
vigour ) will one day be found to be 
highly deſtructive ro this Nation and 
thac the deſign hath been ſer a foot, 
and proſecuted to hinder the AGQ for 
pling, is done by ſome people that 
have made themielves fortunes by 
theſe wicked practiſes , and though 
they dare not ipeak againſt the Act, 
yet they labour to ſtop it and delay it, 
or to procure the altering of it that it 
may be uneffe&tual, to givea ſtopE3 
theſe miichieſs which | hope they fha!l 
never be able ro effect 3 1 wonid have 
thele men ro know Juſtice is flow, bur 
It is ſure, and 1 am ailured they will be 
diſcovered and brovght to Juſtice 
when they leaſt think of ir, forbear- 
ance will be no payment, and this Act 
wil! bring their dark adctiors to light 
when it 15 paſſed the Hovle : Pefides 
theſe former Certificates, the Aq now 
committed was driwyn up by a Com- 
mittee cf the-Councel! of State, and I 
was Fequired to attend ihe Righr Ho- 
nourable Sr Fumes Harrington im Fae 
nary lait, being on of the Committee 
for taking away the obſtructions of the 

D 3 Mint 
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Mint, which I did accordingly, and 
thereupon by Order of the Honourable 
Comnuittee, for removing of the ob- 
ftruftions of the Mint, 1 was deſired to 
ſend into Ho/{l1nd for ſeveral Coyns of 
forraign Gold and Silver, and ſe- 
yeral Placcaets- and Weights, and 
ſome of the ſaid Gold and Silver I have 
delivered to Doftour Gurdea to make 
Aſſayes of, for theſervice of the State, 
the remainder I have ready to deliver 
co any, that will fee me paid upon the 
delivery, I having ' demanded money 
of Doftour Garden divers times, who 
CWlls me, he will procure money, but 
hath not as yet paid me for what I de- 
livered him : and if I ſhould nor be 
paid for the Gold and Silver T writ for 
from Ho!l::d, the ſame price as by my 


CC c_——— 
_ _ 
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' friend I paid for it in the Bank in Ho!- 


land, their would be a great loſs re- 
dound to me to Coyn it here ( and loſe 
the Exchange 3 The Exchange from 
Holland, when I writ for theſe Species, 
running at about thirty two ſhillings 
Flemiſh. 

I dohumbly defire the Honourable 
Committee for obſtrafions of the 
Mint, to call to the old Clarks of the 
Mint for an acomprt of what they have 


done about the Aſſayes made of 
forraign 


Fo 


ak. ci {4 a+ a a 3, 
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' forraign Coyns, and I humbly deſire 


you to conſider, how much ir were-for 
the ſervice of the Nation , both in 
point of Honour, Profit, and ſafety to 
ſer your Mint on work. 

Which upon the peril of my life, 
if you paſs the Ae as it is recommend- 
ed from the Councel of State, I will 
find our wayes to ſet your Mint pre- 
ſently agoing, or loſe both my Eſtate 
and Life : I would not make this pro- 
fer bur that I am ſure of it, it is well 
known to all the Officers of the Mint, 
I know as much of Mint buſineſs as a- 
ny of them here do,and for the Gold- 
ſmiths Iam ſure they think I know to 
much : and the Merchants have found 
it, that know what many did and do 
here, and what their Fa&ours did and 
do beyond Seas, and to be Maſter of 
this ſecret, coſt me many a hundred 
pound, beſides many years time and 
pains, and by my intelligence in the 
Sea-ports of this Nation,I have cauſed 
the Tranſporters of money to beFined 
at four and twenry thouſand one hun- 
dred pound. and now as I have laid 
this buſineſs, they ſhall be diſcovered 
all over this Nation, if I ſhonld offer 
this, and could do the like ſervice in 
any other State, I humbly conceive 
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| T need not petition twice, but it would - 
l be accepted ar the firſt rime, and the , 
| delay of paili.io this At moves me not 
f at all for my own particular, but for the 
| Common-wealth. I ſhall never forget 
is Sir 7o-n (6h his rule to me, and 
{If hee was Secretarie of Sate to the 
(| i late KING 5» That he never 
if kiz-w a patient , and a wieilant 
| man loſe his vuſin:(5, if it were juſt, for 
| at one tame or anothcr,that man will find 
an 0p pertunity te do it;and truly,by ob- 
ſerving this rule,l have pailed through 
| great buſineſs, and ſome, of much dif- 
ficulry 5 for all which 1 humbly thank 
God, and attiibure it ro his mercie. 
There is another cauſe of great waſt 
of the Treaſure of the Nation, which is 
the grear quantity of Fland:rs Laces, 
and French Laces, both in the Thread, | 
and in Silk, which are imported into 
this Nation, to the value of many 
ſcores of thouſand pounds a year, 
which Lace is ſtole in without paying 
any Cuſtom, being ſubrilly packed in 
Commodities of great Bulk. | 
Bur what the State loſes by the Cu- 
ſtom, is nothing in Compariſon , what | 5 


it looſes in ſtock : for the Returns of " 
this Lace is for the moſt part ſenr over ; 
in Gold and Silver of the currant ; 


Goyns: 
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Coyns of this Nation. 

Neither 15 this Miſchief all the hurt 
that cometh to the CommG-wealth, for 
this Lace is made by them in France 
and Flanders, that can afford it far 
cheaper than any of our poor can do 
here 3 for generally it is made in Re- 
ligious houſes , in their Numncries, 
which Nons generally bring in to the 
Religious houſes their Dowries when 
they are 2dmMirted, and ac long 2s they 
live, they are well provided for all 
manner cf neceſlarics ro Jive very 
handfomly , both for their dyet ard 
apparrel, being left ro their voluntarie 
choiſe after their Religious Exerciſes 
!s done , to ſpend their time as they 
pleaſe. 

Now many of them being excellent 
Needle-women , ſpend their time in 
making Cur-works for their Altar- 
Cloths, Black Laces for Scaiffs, and 
Flanders Laces (as tney are called ) 
though many of them are made in 
F;aice. 

Theſe the Nuns make , and fell 
great quantities of them into England, 
which money, is all Returned into the 
uſe of the Monaſteries, theſe Nurs 
thinking they merit mcſt, thar can ger 
their Monaſt erics moſt money by their 
labour. Ds And 


cas 


ders Laces, both black and white here 


(80) 
"" And truly when I have heen in 
company of ſome fine Dames in Lo1- 
don, that profeſs much 3 I have told 
them of their Laces and Gorgets, that 
if they did know whom they made rich 
by ſuch vanities , they would lay by 
the faſhion, and give that money they 
ſpent in Flanders Laces ro the poor, 
and not be inſtruments of making 
Nuns & Monaſteries rich beyond Seas; 
and I have defired them to think how 
contrary their work was to their Hus- 
bands : rheir Husbands are deſtroying 
Biſhops Houſes and Lands, and Deans 
and Chapters houſes,and Lands here in 
£n2land, being Reliques of Popery,and 
their Wives by-bbying up of the Nuns 
Laces in England , with the Returns 
of that Money, which they produce 
here, are a building Nunneries , and 
Religious Houfes in. France and Flan- 
AS. 

I humbly defire all the Eng/:ſh Gen- 
try, that are wearers of Lace , both 
men and Women to conſider ſeriouſly 
what I fay ; it is of concernment. I 
take God to witneſs, I have heard 
French-men, and Dutch-men ſay to me, 
above. twelve years ago, that have. 
dealt in Cut-work Laces, and in Flan- 
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vered,once in one thouſand times.But 
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in Lo2dv# , that they did believe there 
was above five hundred thouſand 
pounds ina year Tranſported in Gold 
and Silver into Fraace and Flanders , 
onely in Return: of Forreign Cut- 
works , and Flanders Laces, both 
Black and white 3 and I believe in my 
conſcience they ſpoke truth 3 and to 
this day there is extream exXxceſles in 
rheſe vanities, which as your affairs 
of the Common- wealth ſtand , highly 
concern you to look to prevent it , for 
| humbly deſire you to conſider, the 
Nation flings away ſo much ſtock in 
money3 for Flanders Lace is of no uſe 
bur to keep up pride and vanities 3 
Gold and Silyer Lace makes ſomthing 
1pon the Return ,- one hundred 
pounds worth may make about fourty 
pounds when you have done wearing 
of it: But for thred and Silk Laces, 
that which coſt one hundred chouſand 
pound,when they are worn out, will 


not make the Common- wealth one 


penny. 

I do hambly defire you to confidei 
ofa ſtrit Law againſt importing any 
forreign Laces, or ſelling them in Loz- 
don the forfeirure of the Laces is 
nothing , ſor that itwill not be diſco- 


jd 


(82) 
{ humbly conceive, it muſt be made 
Felonie for any-to Import Flanders, 
French,or forreign Laces orCut-works, 
and loſs of any Shop-keepers Eſtate 
 '* that ſhall knowingly4cll any forreign 
| Laces , cither Flanders , or any 0- 
if; ther- 
t i By which means you will prevent 
'/ rhe Tranſporting many hundred thou- 
| {and pounds of Treaſure in a Year,and A 
you will ſtop the Trade of making | 
Nunneries Rich by our money : And | g 
if the Gentry will wear Laces, let them h 
on Gods name put our own poor on a! 
work, and not forreigners3 and by this | S 
means,:You will give relief to many | bh 
poor Gentelwomen , which through {| E 
the calamities of the War are almoſt | 2} 
ſtarved, and they are aſhamed to beg, of 
and they would be glad to make Lace, | th 
if any would employ them. g! 
There is alſo a grear and exceſſive It 
waſte of the Gold of this Nation,in the a; 
vanity of guilding ofCharoches,which bi 
is come to that extravagancie,thatifa | G 
Faint of the Eaſt-Indes, or a Chinoes th 
of China, or any other ſtrange Nati- | þ 
on ſhould come to H:de-Park in an af- Ci 
ter-noon, he would report in his own b 
Countrey ſuch ſtories, as your. ZFeſuits | G 
reporteth of Pere, and Mexico , _ W 
the 
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the firſt diſcoverie of the ef-Indies ; 


That there were towns that all the houſes 
were covered over with Gotd and $1- 


ver. Sowould an Inazan report the 


Gentry's Wealth of this Nation 3 
That they were drawn through the ſtreets 
of this Citie of London in Charoches c0- 
vered over with beaten Go'd. 

Bur I ſhall cell you what a French- 
Merchant ſaid to me this Sommer in 
Hide-Park , as we were talking of the 
great quantities of Engliſh Gold,which 
hath been Tranſported into France 
and Flanders, and other forreign parts3 
Saith the French-Merchant to me , 1 
have heard you often complain of all the 
Engliſh Gold, being tranſported beyond 
the Sear, and now we are again ſpeaking 
of it , 1 will demonſtrate to you preſently, 
that all is not gone , for you fee how many 
guilded Charoches bere are, then laugh- 
ing, he told me, you ſre Sir, how you 
aze miſtaken , all your Gold is not gone , 
but if you had ſaid,almoſt all the Engliſh 
Gold is tranſported beyond the Seas, 
that I would have granted you , for yon 
have the ſhell of the Gold to guild yout 
Charoches, and to make you fine things , 
but we in France have the kernel of your 
Gould, and thus much I grant you. But 
we in France, and Holland, and Flan- 

ders 
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| TI humblyconceive, it muſt be made 
Felonie for any-to Import Flanders, 
Freiich,or forreign Laces orCut-works, 
and loſs of any Shop-keepers Eſtate 
that ſhall! knowingly-c!] any forreign 
Laces , <ither Flanders , or any 0+ 

ther. 

f. By which means you will prevent 
\1 the Tranſporting many hundred thou- 
' {and poundsof Treaſure in a Year,and 
4 you will ſtop the Trade of making 
| Nunneries Rich by our money : And 
if the Gentry will wear Laces, let them 
on Gods name put our own poor on 
work, and not forreigners3 and by this 
means, You will give relief to many 
poor Gentelwomen , which through 
the calamities of the War are almoſt | | 
ſtarved, and they are aſhamed to beg, | { 
and they would be glad to make Lace, | | 
| 
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1f any would employ them. 

There is alſo a grear and exceſiive 
waſte of the Gold of this Nation,in the | 
vanity of guilding ofCharoches,which | 
is come to that extravagancie,that if a | 
£a1ntan of the Eaſt-Indies, or a Chinoes | 
of China, or any other ſtrange Nati- | | 
on ſhould come to H:ide-Park in an af- | 
ter-noon, he would report in his own | | 
Countrey ſuch ſtories, as your Feſuits | | 
reporteth of Pere, and Mexico > m_ | 
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the firſt diſcoverie of the wef-Indies ; 
That there were towns that all the houſes 
were covered over with Gotd and $l- 
ver :. So would an 11d7a7 report the 
Gentry's Wealth of this Nation 3 
That they were draw, through the ſtreets 
of this Citie of London in Charoches co- 
vered over With beaten Go'd. 

Bur I ſhall cell you what a French- 
Merchant ſaid to me this Sommer in 
Hide-Park , as we were talking of the 
great quantities of Engizſh Gold,which 
hath been Tranſported into France 
and Flanders, and other forreign parts3 
Saith the French-Mz2rchart to me , 1 
have heard you often complain of all the 
Engliſh Gold, being tranſported beyond 
the Seas, and novo we are again ſpeaking 
of it , 1 will demonſtrate toyou preſently, 
that all is not gone , for you ſee how many 
guided Charoches here are, then laugh- 
ing, he told me, you ſre Sir, how you 
are miſtaken , all your Gold js not oone , 
but if you had ſaid,almoſt all the Engliſh 
Gold is tranfported beyond the Seas, 
that I would have granted you , for yon 
have the ſhell of the Gold to guild your 
Charoches, and to make you fine things , 
but we 1 France have the kernel of your 
Geld, and thus much I grant you. But 
we in France, and Holland, and Flan- 

ders 
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ders have not all , we are more conſeiu 
nable , good Monſeur Violet. I was 
forced to bite my lip, for I could not 
deny bur that he ſpake truth. 

There is another great walſt of 
Gold and Silver in this Common- 
wealth , and that is, the making of 
Gold and SilverThread and Lace with- 
in this Nation : there are ſome things 
may be ſaid for it , and ſome things 
againſt it 3 TI ſhall impartially put 
down ſome things whartT know in this 
buſineſs, for I had the principal care 
of regulating that Manufa&ure of 
Gold and Silver Wyer and Thread, for 
five years together in the late Kings 
tirne, and paid him about four: thou- 
ſand pounds yearly for-it , and now it 
is under the regulation of the Commilſ- 
fioners of Exciſe, and I am confident 
doth not make the tenth penny to the 
State , asI paid to the late King; be- 
ſides I was enjoyned to look to the 
juſt ſtandard of the Silver, and to the 
ſ\ubſtanrial making of the Manufacture, 
which now is totally negletted , and 
the Common-wealth cheated in the 


43 
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courſeneſs of much of the Silyer,and in | 


the ſleight making of it. 
If the ManufaRure of che Gold and 


Silver Thread , was -brought in from | 


beyond 
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beyond the Seas , then would the 


| State have the Cuſtem, there being a 


great Impoſt and Cuſtom laid on-it, 
which would be a conſiderable Reve- 
nue to the Common-wealth: - The 


| Common-wealth in the ſtock of their 


Treaſore would be augmented, for all 
Gold and Silver Thread makes a Re- 


' turn tothe melting port , and fo in- 


creaſes the ſtock of money in the Na- 
tion 3 beſides, thar is an advantagious 
Trade, which for the Returns of our 
Commodities and Manufactures of 
England brings us Returns in Silver. 
There is replied to this, the ſetting 
ſo many thouſands of poor people on 
work, which will ſtarve if the Manufa- 
&ures of Gold and Silver Thread, were 
brought in from beyond the Seas, or 
if the State ſhould prohibit the wear- 
ing of Gold and Silver Thread and 
Lace. Indeed this is of great: conft- 
deration, and ovght to be conſidered 
on. But then if they will have leave 
to make it here , it ſhould be done 
with ſuch reſtraints and limitations, as 
the Treaſure of the Nation ſhould nor 
be waſted nor impared , the Currant 
money of the Nation ſhould not be 
culled out to make Gold and Silyer 


| Thread, as many hundreds of thou- 


ſand 
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find poftinds have bin ſince the making 
of this manufaure , which was bur 
begun to be a Trade in Loudon within 
' leſs than fourty yearszalſo there ſhould 
i be arceſtrition of the number of the 
| workers , not to increaſe as they have | 
F done, and the Wyer-drawers ſhould ' 
| be a diſtin Corperation, and Officers |, 
appointed to look after their due and 
Orderly working, and an account kept 
for the State , of what Silver and Gold 
1s ſpent every year in the Manufacture, 
and the Companie of Gold Wyre- 
drawers enjoyned to bring in the ya- 
lae in £rllion from beyond the Seas, as 
they waſt in this Manufa@ure ; for 
without doing of this, the Trade is 
wholly deſtrufive to the Common- 
wealth , and there can be no juſt 
plea, for toallow their Trade to cont1- 
nue. 

I 'humbly conceive the Common- 
wealth is not ina condition to ſuffer 
fifry chouſand pounds a year in Silver, 
co be bruſhed and blown away out of 
Gold and Silver Lace : If thoſe that 
work the ManufaQure will nor See to | 
{mport Silver from beyond rhe Seas, | 
and be bound not to work Silver with 
a Core of Copper, and fell it for good | 
Silver , for which cheat I have cauſed 

| ſome 
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| ſome of them to ſtand in the pillory; 


when I had the mannaging of that ma- 
nufacturez and alſo that the Wyre- 
drawers be bound , not to make any 
Spangles, Wyre or Thread,under ſter- 


| ling, which hererofore hath been their 
| daily practiſe, and I believe 1s conti- 
' nued ſtill. 


M. Fackſom the Afay-maſter of 


| Gold-ſ\mirhs Hall, by dire&ion of rhe 


Lords of the Councel , made many 
ſcore of Aſſays of Gold and Silver 
Spangles, Lace, Wyre, and Thread 
found and taken in Si]k-mens ſhops, 
which were adulrerared. and under the 
S:andard, and this Manufadtrre will 
never be juſty made, it there be aor a 
government ſerled by a Corporation, 
and then the Trade might be: ſo mane 
naged by their contrafing for Brullzor 
from beyond the Seas, that they may 
ger a prear Manufacture heres but 
I humbly defire the Trade may be dri- 
yen with forreign Silver, imporred.and 
not with the Srock,or Coyn of the Na- 
TON. 

I do humbly declare unto you, that 


| beingrequired to atrend the Commitr- 


tee of the Councel of State, abour the 
Ac now preſented to the Parhamentr, 
I did ſee, and was privie upon what 

- grave 
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grave conſideration every branch of 
the Aﬀ now depending before the 


Honourable Committee, was framed * 
and pur down by the Committee of ; 


che Councel of State, before ever it 


was recommended to the Pariiament ; | 
and I do humbly deſire for the Service ! 


of the Common-weilth, if ary alrera- 


tions be made in the Ac, thoſe that | 


drew the draught of the At, may be 
required toattend rhe Comnutree to 
give their reaſons for the whole Ac,or 
any part ofir3 for upon the effeftual 
paſiing of this At, much doth depend 
for the ſafety of this Nation, and ir is 
of a higher concernment to the Nation 
than I can expreſs; and I humbly con- 
ceive, there ought to be no reſpet of 
private intereſt, where the ſafety of the 
Narion is ſo highly concerned. 

I humbly defire- the Honourable 
Committee, that the Certificate of the 
Officers of the Mint may be taken 


into your ſerions conſiderations, ! 


there being very few men in the Nati- 
on, can ſpeak ſo much upon their own 
experience of theſe abuſes concern- 
ing the Treaſure of the Nation , as 
theſe Gentlemen, the Officers of the 


Mint have certified, which ever fince 


their Certificate, hath been found in 
eVer\ 


CV 


j 


every part to be true: 


| 


| few men, the Nation 1s ruined and Im> 


MR 
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The Mint ſtanding ſtill & neglect- 
ed, the Treaſure that hath been Im- 
ported, was never brought into rhe 
Minr, but Exporred out again 5 by 
which means for the private gain of a 


poveriſhed, and a Trade Inwards, and 
Outwards driven withour paying of 


; Cuſtom , and the Stock of Treaſure of 


the Nation almoſt all Exported in 
theſe times, now tFere is ſo much oc- 
caſion for money, to the adnmration 
and aſtoniſhment of many lovers of 
the Common-wealrth , that truly un- 
derſtand the fecrets and Myſteries of 
Trade. 

And what miſchiefs theſe doings 
will in the end bring upon rhis Com- 
mon-wealth, is deeply apprehended 
by many wiſe men, and can have no 
ſtop but by a vigorous Ad to bring 
the Offendours to Examplary Juſtice, 


| whoſe Fines and Compoſitions , 
' | throughout the Nation, will amount 


to-many ſcores of thouſands of pounds 
to the State, for the payment of pub- 
lick debts, if Commiſſions of enquiries 
according to former preſidents be 
granted by a&t of Paliament through- 
out $1e Nation, ro enquire for the laſt 

ren 
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| ten years of theſe abuſes. WI 
| If in declaring whar hath paſſed at 
38: rhe Commirtee , and of other Tranſ(- 
| actions, be nor uſual, 1 ſhall, and dg 

2: 1h humbly defirc to have my pardon, for 
% if my filence might not have endan- | Mm 
Wn; gered the Common-wealth , this thar | M 
'! 0 I have ſaid ſhould never have come to | AF 
m 

H 

W 


| publick view , for I know how to | 
| keep Secrets as well as ſome other 
| men. | 
I have read of one that was bern 
dumb , aud fo continued for many C 
yeas, iceing one coniming to kill his | dl 
fatter, cryed out, Go: ſave my Fathcy, 
and fo gzve rimely waraing for his Fa- | W 
ther to prevent the danger. | 
A har-py ſpeaking of the child fer | © 
the father. A 
Traly L count rhe Obligation to my 
Cor:ntrey, above the Obligation to my | 
Father. | J 
| have ſeen this danger many years 
coming upon the Nation. Though 
I am but young, and Ignorant in other | !1 
buſineſs, I am fure there 2:te few, if 
any in the Nation, that have had thoſe | C 
ways and means to find our, and dif- ., 
cover theſe miſchiefs , as I have. I | | 
know and apprehend more , __ 1 
will 
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will or can expreſs. 

The great miſchicfs Tranſporting 
Gold and Silver, brings on this Nati- 
on, I apprehend. 

The condition of your Army, which 
muſt be burthenſom, if they have nor 


| money to pay for their Quartering, I 
| apprehend the danger and dam- 
| mage- 


The neceflity of Trades-men , and 
Handy- Crafts men will be put ro for 
want of in-ployment, upon rhe ſcar- 
city of money, making all Trade ro 
decay , | appichend. 

The ſad condition of poor people, 
who will be enforced for want, to parr 
with their clothes , their bedding, 
their diſhes they eat their mearin, L 
apprehend 

The danger the want and poverty 
of the poor will bring upon this Stare, 
i there be not ways found our to 
bring in Money into che Nation, I do 
very fadly and icrtoufly apprchend the 
INCONVENICNCES. 

And rhercfore I cry, God ſave the 
Comn:inn-weatlth. 

God pur it into the hearts of the 
Parnament, rolee to keep rhar lirile 
money we have yertlefrz and to find 

| out 
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out » and puniſh thoſe that. have . 


cheated , and robbed the Common- 
wealth of their Treaſure , and ro ſtu- 
die ways how to bring in money into 
the Nation. for if this be not done 
ſpeedily, in-all probability, greater 
inconveniences than I dare write, will 
come on the Common-wealth. 

Much more I could fay , but if theſe 
Reaſons before recited , nor the Cer- 
tificates of the officers of theCuſtoms, 
and the Certificate. of the Officers of 
the Mint., and ſeveral Reaſons of ſome 
Aldermen of che Citie of Lodo? , for 
the ſtopping of the Tranſporting of 
Gold and Silver, and che Citie of Lonx- 
dons Petition to the Parliament , pre- 
ſenting che grear inco:ve. nicnces 
Traniporting Treaſure hach brought 
upoa chis Cirie of 107 {4 and rhe Na- 
tion 3 1 humbly fay, if all chefe will 
not prevail, | ttiye dv.e ; For if I 
ſhould write a Volome a» big a< F2: ds 
Chr-»:1icle, 1 canno!: give more clearer 
ſacrsfa ion of the neceflicie of patiing 
this A*t. 

If God hath decreed rhis Ne:ion 
ſhall be cour acd of 4'] i-s Trait card 
the Ofcudours wor queſt wid, wor 
diligenr enquiric made after it , = 

luc 
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ſuch means as our Anceſtors and ©- 
'| ther Narions (having far leſs occafiun 
for money rhan we have)do daily pra- 
iſe 3 to prevent theſe miſchiefs, and 
diſcover the Offendours, I ſhall with 
all huwilitie ſubmit ro Gods Provi- 
dence , and reſt ſatisfied. 

I have clearly diſcharged my dutyto 
|my Countrey, in declaring this bufi- 
"neſs to the Common-wealth, thar fo 

they may know the true Reaſons of 
|} the ſcaicity of Gold and Silver in the 
| Nation, and the dammage they ſu- 
ſtain by the want thereof , and how 
the Mint comes to be obſtructed, that 
1lmoſt no money hath been Coyned 
for theſe three laſt years. 

Whar is here ſaid, is with all hu- 
mility preſeated to rhe Parliament 
for the fervice of the Common- 
wealth. by a faithfull lover of his 
Countrey , heiug defired to ſtate 
my Reaſons by ſome in Authoririe 
for paſſing the aforeſaid at, i hum- 
bly obeyed it , and humbly con- 
ceive (if it were nade ſh than 
itis) ir we: far better for the Com- 
mon-wealth : For Travſporcing 
Treaſure heretofore harh Hheen 
made Felonic, when the Common=- 

wealth, 
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wealrh , I humbly conceive, had 
not ſo mnch occaſion to ſee to keep 
their Treaſure in the Nation , and 
their Mint going, as now they have. | 


F j 
| : Loadon, Szgned, 
l July 15.1650. : 
q Thomas Violet. 
| 
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